












able and long-tried 

compound containing 
strychnine, quinine, and 
several valuable mineral salts. 


Will improve muscle tone and muscle 
nutrition; and produce a limited amount 
‘of respiratory and vasomotor stimulation. 


Great care is taken in the manufacture of this 
dependable, bitter Tonic, to ensure that its 
exceptional quality is maintained. 
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SHOCKING 

TO THE EpITorS: Dr. Henry A. Eich- 
acker’s lawsuit against the telephone 
company arouses this thought: 

If he was right in not paying com- 
mercial telephone rates for a home- 
office, why should not the same thing 
hold true for electricity? I pay my 
electric bills at the commercial rate. 
I am sure that so do all other physi- 
cians who have their offices at home. 

We physicians should, after ascer- 
taining that we are paying commer- 
cial rates, place the matter in the 
hands of our local medical societies 
for collective action. 

Joshua L. Galiani, m.p. 
Bronx, N.Y. 


INCONSISTENCY 

TO THE EpiTors: I read with interest 
the appeal of President Roosevelt for 
the employment of men past forty. 
Said he: 

“Among those over forty years of 
age are a great body of the most ex- 
perienced, able, and competent work- 
ers.” 

Yet isn’t it strange that the Federal 
Government sets the age limit for can- 
didates for its health-department posts 
at 35? 

The injustice is greater when it is 
realized that a young man enters the 
medical profession at approximately 
from 27 to 29. After six or seven 
years in private practice. he may de- 
cide to enter the Government service. 
When he applies, he is told he is dis- 
qualified because he is 35 or over. 

It just doesn’t make sense. 

M.D., Philadelphia 


ANTIQUE 
TO THE EDITORS: In one of your is- 
sues, I saw a reference to a sort of 





“socialized medicine” practiced in the 
18th century. I wish, therefore, to call} 
your readers’ attention to the follow-7 
ing—culled from the “Court Minutes 
of Fort Orange” (now Albany, N.Y.). 
It reveals how long such ideas have 
been toyed with by both profession 
and public. 

“At a hearing held at the court in 
Fort Orange, on March 13, 1657, 
Master Jacob de Hince, chirurgeon, 
plaintiff, sued Thomas Pouwelsen, de- 
fendant, for payment for the treat- 
ment of a wound on the wife of the 
defendant. 

“The defendant stated that he had 
a [health insurance] contract with 
the plaintiff for two beavers a year 
[one beaver skin was then worth a- 
bout $3.50]. 

“The plaintiff admitted that he made 
an agreement with the defendant in 
regard to accidents which would oc: 
cur naturally but not about wounds 
inflicted deliberately as this was.” 

L. G. van Loon, M.D. 
Reading, Pa. 


REFUGEES 

TO THE EpIToRS: I hope you will find 
space for a few lines regarding your 
article, “Refugees Unlimited.” 

I was shocked beyond description. 
My face turned red from reading it. 
I could hardly believe it. Is that the 
hospitality you offer these unfortu- 
nates? It reminded me of a hostess 
who, as soon as her invited guests 
sat around the table, started to com 
plain about the high cost of the din- 
ner and how much her guests ate. 

Why not be rational? 

Rose Koch. M.D 


Brooklyn, N.Y. 


rO THE EDITORS: Feeling against the 
medical refugees is spreading. MEDI- 
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erviceability. tis strong, adhesive, con- 
forming and supportive. In the above 
g, the 3-inch width was used. 
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CAL ECONOMICS is a partner to this 
propaganda of hate. 

What are the ephemeral arguments 
against the doctor driven out of his 
native land? They seem to be: 

1. That the refugee will disturb 
our economic equilibrium. 

2. That he may introduce unethical 
practices. 

With the Wagner health program 
in Washington, a change in our form 
of practice is certain to occur event- 
ually—the A.M.A. and MEDICAL ECO- 
NOMICS notwithstanding. So a few 
medical refugees more or less won’t 
matter one iota. 

I’m sure the rank and file of the 
profession favor the admission of ref- 
ugees to practice. If they were in sim- 
ilar circumstances, they, too, would 
have to depend upon the kind hearts 
of their fellow colleagues. 

The reference to “unethical prac- 
tices” is nonsense. These refugee doc- 
tors know what unethical and im- 
moral practices are. They have wit- 
nessed them. They have suffered the 
pangs and hell of concentration camps. 
With their experience of wrongs and 
immoralities committed against them, 
are they likely to import unethical 
conduct into America? 

No. They will develop into 100 per 
cent law-abiding citizens. 

Nat Kanner, M.p. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


TO THE EDITORS: You are not fair to 
those trying to work out an equitable 
solution for the refugee-physician 
problem. It should be approached in 
a dispassionate spirit. By whipping 
up prejudice and antagonism, you 
make it harder for the individual who 
seeks haven here. You discuss him as 
an underhanded criminal instead of 
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© Write for Sample and Formula 


a respected person who has contrib- 
uted to scientific progress. Yours is 
an appeal not to broad liberalism but 
to the dark forces of bigoted know. 
nothingism. 

M.D., Philadelphia 


TO THE EpITORs: It’s time the medical 
profession protested more vigorously 
the admission of foreign M.D.’s into 
this country. 

Why should a father and mother 
sacrifice five or ten thousand dollars 
to educate a son to become an M.D. 
when they know he will have to meet 
the competition of a foreigner? 

The A.M.A. is trying to raise stand- 
ardsof medical education. Yet, through 
some political or other method, M.D.’s 
are being admitted freely from other 
countries. 

Let’s stop this importation now and 
have an America for American-edu- 
cated M.D.’s. 


M.D., Indiana 


VOLUNTEER 

TO THE EpIToRs: In the article, “When 
M-Day Comes” (May MEDICAL ECO- 
NOMICS), your informant says: 

“The volunteer gains many advan- 
tages . . . Should a war occur, his 
slight training becomes overnight a 
tremendous asset. He is almost cer- 
tain of rapid advancement.” 

Let us go back to 1915. 

A similar inducement was then held 
out to the profession. I, for one, went 
in. I was made a lieutenant and put 
in active service. 

Then came the War. Naturally, we 
of the “first hundred” thought we 
would receive advancement. 

But did we? Most assuredly not. 

The army had to have medical 
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v4 "Section through turbinal mucous membrane in vaso-motor rhinitis, 
. showing congestion, edema, and infiltration with leucocytes. 


2 Section through normal mucous membrane of the turbinal area, 
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men. Those at home were loath to 
give up their practices. The surgeon 
general bargained with these stay-at- 
homes. As a result, a vast number of 
untried practitioners came into the 
service as captains and majors. Yet 
the first men to answer the call con- 
tinued as lieutenants. 

Surely some must remember the 
near-scandal of the “baby majors.” 
Young chaps fresh from internships 
joined the medical corps as lieuten- 
ants, were advanced to captaincies in 
twenty-four hours, and after the next 
twenty-four hours, were made majors! 

Philip E. Rossiter, m.p. 
South Lansing, N.Y. 


“OUTSIDERS” 

TO THE EDITORS: Doctors who are not 
on the active or courtesy staffs of 
hospitals approved by the A.C.S. and 
A.M.A. are prevented from treating 
their private patients in those institu- 
tions. 

This is unfair, selfish and dictator- 
ial. It deprives the practitioner of his 
livelihood. It denies the patient his 
rights. 

Once a doctor has passed his State 
boards, he should immediately be 
given courtesy privileges at his local 
hospital. Let him be supervised to 
study his abilities. But by all means 
allow him to bring his private pa- 
tients into the hospital for treatment. 

If this condition is not changed, it 
will breed hatred and dissatisfaction. 
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It will drive “outside” doctors into 
class B and C hospitals, where, with- 
out supervision, they will do the very 
things the A.M.A. is trying to pre- 
vent. 
You “outside” doctors: What are 
you going to do about it? 
Fred G. Bushold, m.p. 
Hampton, N.H. 


RIPOSTE 

TO THE EpITORS: May I reply to Miss 
McEachern’s letter in the May issue? 
Dear Marie: 

Now that you have settled the pol- 
icy of MEDICAL ECONOMICS to your 
satisfaction, may I suggest that you 
try getting along with your boy friend 
or do whatever is necessary to clear 
up the dark-brown taste in your mouth? 

Many thousands of physicians, all 
possibly benighted, read MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS with profit. However, if, 
as you say, ‘there is no need for a 
publication such as yours,’ why rile 
yourself by reading it? 

E. L. Armstrong, M.p. 
Nevada City, Calif. 


TRAP? 
TO THE EDITORS: Your timely discus- 
sion of the doctor’s narcotics prob- 
lem recalls an experience of mine in 
a small country town where I started 
practice eighteen months ago. 

One afternoon, I was sitting in my 
office. In walked a prospective pa- 
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tient. He was a young man about 
thirty. neatly dressed. He introduced 


himself as Dr.———. He said he was 
from a nearby State, had some dis- 
tance to and needed a dose of 
morphine before traveling the rest of 
the way. He added that he had ex- 
pected to make the trip in shorter 
time and. though admittedly an ad- 
dict. was without morphine. 

His appearance was calm. No ner- 
vousness uneasiness was noted. 
though was a chronic cough 
every minutes. I talked to this 
fellow some twenty or thirty minutes. 


og 
£O. 


or 
1 
there 
few 


debating with myself whether he 
really was a colleague in need. care- 
lessly caught without his “dope”; or 


whether this was a Federal trick to 
test the M.D. Finally, I de- 
cided that regardless of his apparent 
truthfulness and credentials, I would 
forego any contribution. 

Since reading your articles. I now 
wonder if he was a Federal narcotics 
agent! 


young 


M.p., Georgia 


GHOsTs ? 
TO THE EDITORS: [ work for a doctor. 
I know at least many patierts 
have told me) that his wife is ruining 
his practice. 

Patients don’t like to find some 
member of the doctor’s family in the 
office every time they visit him. Yet 
this doctor's wife haunts the office at 
all hours of the day—morning. af- 
ternoon. and closing time. 

I don’t know why she 
less it is to check up on him. 
are 
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long 
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with him? Where did he go? When 
will he be back? 

As a patient-discourager, she’s un- 
surpassed. 

When will doctors’ wives like this 
learn to keep out of the way during 
professional hours? 

A Doctor’s Secretary 
Tennessee 


PROSPECTING 

TO THE EDITORS: I started to practice 
medicine in 1930. Soon afterwards, I 
noticed that the one thing I did which 
seemed to appeal most to patients 
was giving them a complete physical 
examination. 

\ scalp-to-toe check-up takes an 
hour or more it’s true. Thus it is often 
impossible to complete it during one 
office visit. But there is no harm in 
going over the ears, nose, and throat, 
the cardiovascular system, and the 
locus of complaint at one sitting: 
then having the patient return in a 
few days for completion of the ex- 
amination and a check-up on_ his 
progress. 

Only last week I saw a woman who 
complained of headache, backache. 
and sterility. She told me she had 
never had a vaginal examination, al- 
though she had been consulting a 
young doctor only three years out of 
medical school. He had failed to find 
the prolapse and the inferred hyper- 
plasia which seems to cause most of 
her trouble. 

In every patient there is a nugget 
or two of scientific fact which may be 
unearthed through competent history- 
taking and careful examination. That 
job is made measurably easier, I find, 
if I: 

1. Keep accurate, clear, concise rec- 
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Judge UVURSIN 
By Its Results... 


UVURSIN is an ethical 
product worthy of your atten- 
tion. It is a mild, innocuous 
oral treatment for diabetes 
and can be administered alone 
or as an adjuvant. 

We know of no better way 
to demonstrate the efficacy of 
UVURSIN than to have you 
test it and see the improve- 
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a 27-day trial without cost or 
obligation. 


ORAL* INNOCUOUS « EFFICACIOUS 
PREPARED FOR PRESCRIPTION PURPOSES ONLY 





City 





JOHN J. FULTON COMPANY, 88 First Street, San Francisco. 


Please send me 27-day supply of UVURSIN without cost or obligation. 


Street 












ords—clinical as well as financial— 
of every patient. 

2. Make a complete physical ex- 
amination, including points common- 
ly overlooked. 

3. Do routine urine and blood counts 
—in the patient’s presence, where 
possible—with a running comment on 
my findings. 

1. Always answer questions as fully 
and completely as possible, in terms 
of the patient’s understanding. 

M.D., Pennsylvania 


INSURANCE 
TO THE EpITorRS: After my first ex- 
amination I always outline the pro- 
posed course of treatment and tell 
the patient approximately how much 
it will cost. If he decides to accept 
my price, a satisfactory method of 
payment is arrived at at once. 

Obstetrical fees are usually $100. 
I tell the patient that if this amount 
is paid up by the time she enters the 
hospital, she may deduct 10 per cent. 
I have always felt that 90 per cent 
of an account in the hand is worth 
100 per cent on the books. Gyneco- 
logical operations are subject to the 
same deduction, provided the bill is 
paid by the time the patient leaves 
the hospital. I have yet to fail in col- 
lection when this agreement was 
reached. 

Fees of less than $100 for steril- 
ity investigations, minor operations, 
courses of Elliott Treatments, ob- 
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stetrical cases unable to meet the 
regular amount, and the like are also 
subject to a 10 per cent discount, 
but only if the entire amount is paid 
in advance. This policy not only in- 
sures me against loss in these time. 
consuming matters; the patient is 
less likely to drop out in the middle 
of a rather boring and unpleasant 
series of treatments or examinations. 
I believe that most patients are 
essentially honest. But, like all of us. 
they need a little encouragement. We 
pay our bills more promptly if we 
know that we will be allowed a sub- 
stantial discount for doing so. Our 
patients are human, too, and will do 
their best when a little wholesome 
inducement is offered. If all of us 
would do our “fee splitting” with the 
patient, we would be much the gain- 

ers. 
M.D., Ohio 


NOTARIZED 
TO THE EpiToRS: I would like to hear 
from readers on this problem: 

Some life insurance and health in- 
surance companies ask physician. for 
notarized statements. In my opinion, 
this is an imposition; for the service 
is usually gratis. 

I have refused to leave my office to 
have statements notarized. I believe 
the profession should do something 
to stop this unnecessary procedure. 

. S. Parmenter, M.p. 
Alpena, Mich. 
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@ IN AN ARTICLE discussing 
pyogenic infections of the skin, Dr. G. H. 
Percival,! of the Royal Infirmary of Edin- 
burgh, reports that in sycosis barbae— 
Mild cases will often respond up to a 
int under the twice daily inunction, of 
i proprietary preparation called quinolor 
(Squibb), the active principle of which 
seems to be a chlor-quinoline compound. 
[his is the only ointment preparation 
which can be generally recommended in 
the early stages, and it is most useful in 

ses which show a limited number of 
rcurring pustules with no dermatitis.” 
Dr. S. M. Peck? has reported Ointment 
§uinolor Compound to be markedly ef- 
fective in the treatment of sycosis vul- 
saris. Many of the patients had failed to 
rspond to other methods of prolonged 
treatment. 

Ointment Quinolor* Compound con- 
tins 10 per cent benzoyl peroxide and 
5 per cent Quinolor (Compound-Chlor 


E-R-SQUIBB & SONS 


Manufacturing Chemists to the 
Medical Profession since 1858. 
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Hydroxy Quinolin) in a base consisting 
of equal parts of white petrolatum and 
deodorized, anhydrous lanolin. It may be 
used especially for the treatment of sy- 
cosis barbae or sycosis vulgaris, and of 
tinea sycosis. 

Applied to superficial wounds, Oint- 
ment Quinolor Compound acts as a pro- 
tective antiseptic dressing. Benzoyl perox- 
ide was chosen as an ingredient because 
of its tissue-repair-promoting qualities, 
and as an aid in relieving pain and itch- 
ing. Since its antiseptic action continues 
over a considerable period of time, Oint- 
ment Quinolor Compound may be used 
under circumstances in which liquid an- 
tiseptic dressings cannot be repeated at 
short intervals. 

Ointment Quinolor Compound is sup- 
plied in 1-ounce tubes; 50-gram and 
1-pound jars. We shall be pleased to send 
you a generous trial tube and literature 
without cost. Use the coupon below. 





* Quinolor is a trade-mark of E. R. Squibb & Sons. 
1 Percival, G. H.: Practitioner 142:55, 1939. 

2 Peck, Samuel M.: Arch. Dermatol. & Syph 
29:456-57, 1934. 
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E. R. Squiss & Sons, 
Professional Service Department, 
745 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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Attached hereto is my professional card or let- 


terhead. Please send me, without obligation, litera 
ture and sample of Ointment Quinolor Compound. 
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HIS Tycos was used by a physician 
for more than 20 years. His eyes had 
become used to its shabby appearance, 
and his affection and regard for it had 
prevented him from discarding it. But his 
patients didn’t have the same respect for 
this old, tattered, time-worn instrument. 
If you have the twin to this Tycos, see 
the new Tycos with these improvements: 
Unbreakable crystal that means no more 
glass breakage. A non-tarnish- 





This new Tycos now carries a ten-year 
guarantee. It is guaranteed to be accurale 
as long as the pointer stands inside the 
oval zero. If ever thrown out of adjust 
ment—even due to a fall—it will be cor 
rected without charge for ten years. 


Tycos Mercurial 


If you prefer a mercurial sphygmome 
nometer, see the Tycos Mercurial, which 
has been reduced to a ne¥ 


ing dial that assures easier CERTIFIED low price of $25.00. Visit 
reading, even in dim light. your nearest surgical supp! 
New clip holds the gauge dealer. He will gladly dem 
securely wherever easiest to onstrate both types. Taylot 
read. New smart black and INSTRUMENTS Instrument Companies, Re 


chrome finish. 





—with 10-year guarantees 


chester, New York. 
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SUPPLY ALKALIES 


@The importance of alkalization in febrile conditions is re- 
ceiving increasing recognition. BiSoDol's balanced formula 
bolsters the depleted alkali reserve and at the same time it 
provides a palatable, refreshing drink for which the patient 


8iSoDol 


THE BiSoDol COMPANY 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


is most grateful. 


WRITE FOR FREE PROFESSIONAL SAMPLES 
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TYHE DIARY OF DR. PEPYS 


Up betimes and to the office, there to find before 
me the Banker Castlemaine who, at the instant of 
my entrance, declareth himself distressed. 


Apompous genileman, much given to publick dining. 
He hath for three nights sat late at banqueting, which 
he will never forego. 

I did prescribe Cal-Bis-Ma for him for the quick 
relief he finds in this fine powder. 


.... Dr. Pepys is right. When hyperacidily gives 
rise to gastric distress, Cal-Bis-Ma will give prompt 
and prolonged relief. Sodium bicarbonate and 
magnesium carbonate for quick action; calcium 
carbonate and bismuth for prolonged effect, and 
colloidal kaolin to adsorb the gas formed in the 
neutralization process. These ingredients, care- 
fully matched for density, are held together in 
a colloid base that assures uniform distribution 
and dosage. Trial supply gladly sent to physicians. 


CAL-BIS-MA 


A WILLIAM R. WARNER PRODUCT 
for gastric neutralization and sedation 


Powder in tins of 134, 4 and 16 ounces; tablets in 
boxes of 30, bottles of 110 


WILLIAM R. WARNER & CO., INC., 113 West 18th Street, New York City 
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1. “My land, but he’s a nice young man 
—that doctor! Just as kindly as can be to 
an old lady who’s set in her ways.” 


guLy # 1939 














2. “Like he says to me, he says: ‘You're 
going to have to give up caffein.’ Oh 
dear, I think to myself—and me so fond 
of coffee, too. Whatever shall I do?” 





3. ‘But then he says, ‘I advise Sanka 
Coffee. It’s real coffee, you know, with 
97% of the caffein taken out and all the 
flavor left in.’ Well, I tried it and sakes 
alive... it’s delicious!” 


NOTE TO DOCTORS: 
tf you'll just try Sanka Coffee 
at our expense—we’re sure you'll 
agree it’s delicious, honest-to- 
goodness coffee. Just mail the 
coupon for a free quarter-pound 
can. Sanka Coffee has been ac- 
cepted by the Council on Foods 
of the American Medical Associa- 
tion with the statement: “Sanka 
Cc fee is free fre m ca Hein effe t and 
can be used wren other coffee has 
iden.” Now available in 
both “drip” and “‘regular”’ grind. 
Be sure to make Sanka Coffee 
strong—a heaping tablespoon to a 
cup. A General Foods Product. 


SANKA COFFEE 


REAL COFFEE 
34-97% CAFFEIN-FREE 


been fort 


GENERAL FOODS, Battle Creek, Mich. 


Please send me, free and without obligation, 


a one-quarter-pound can of Sanka Coffee 


Name 


4. “So I'm baking that nice doctor a 
cake for making me acquainted with 
Sanka Coffee. Why, it’s casy to give up 
caffein when you don’t have to give up 
any of the.goodness of REAL coftee!”” 





M.D 





St reet 





City_ 
Offer expires Dec. 31, 1939—good only in the U. S. A. 
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State_ 
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We notice a tendency among some 
of the clergy to confuse compulsory 
health insurance with the New Testa- 
ment. 

In Utica, N.Y., recently, the Rev. 
John A. Redmond proclaimed from 
the pulpit that socialized medicine 
is part of Christianity. Shortly after- 
wards, in Fresno, Calif., the Rev. J. 
Covington Coleman launched a vio- 





lent attack on doctors who oppose 
government-controlled medicine. par- 
ticularly those M.D.’s who look “at 
the pocketbooks of their patients.” (In 
the last instance, the reverend gentle- 
man’s remarks drew such disapproval 
that he was answered by hisses. ) 

These examples seem a bit incon- 
gruous, to say the least. For our ec- 
clesiastieal brethren (including those 
with affluent parishes) have usually 
been quick to accept the private 
physician’s generosity in extending 
free medical care. Certainly, we can 
not be accused of looking at their 
pocketbooks. 

We still hope we shall witness a 
continuation of medicine’s traditional 
courtesy toward its members. Never- 
theless, incidents like the aforemen- 
tioned cause us to wonder whether, 
if “God’s will” prevailed and the 
government took over the adminis- 
tration of medicine, the politicians 
would be as charitable. 











Both World’s Fairs are being hailed 
as evidence of a new frankness in 
the doctor-patient relationship. Par- 
ticularly at San Francisco, exhibitors 
seem to be vying for the honor of 
presenting visitors with the harshest 
facts of life. 

But— 

In the rush to let light in where 
darkness formerly reigned, some ex- 
hibits are being shown which pro- 
duce anything but a wholesome re- 
action. Examples of these are the 
Mayo exhibit of abdominal surgery 
and the State Highway Department’s 
pictures of “basket cases” (mangled 
automobile-accident victims). 

Such exhibits, suitable enough for 
professional observers, are entirely 
too much for laymen raised on The 
Three Little Peppers and Mickey 
Mouse. Faintings have been so fre- 
quent in the vicinity of one display 
that it has been necessary to put up 
a sign warning the weak-hearted. 





Besides causing fright, some ex- 
hibits appear merely to substitute 
misunderstanding for ignorance. 

A number of Treasure Island visi- 
tors, for instance, have mistaken a 
replica of the inner ear for a life- 
size representation of the stomach. 
Others, reading the words “one cat 
unit” on boxes of digitalis ampules, 
have commented: “Just think, the 
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fluid of a whole cat is concentrated 
in each tiny capsule!” 

A first remedial step would be 
greater simplification. If we would 
reach the average man, we must talk 
a language the twelve-year old mind 
can understand. 

Secondly, the more exaggerated ex- 
amples of grisliness could well be 
eliminated. A layman doesn’t have to 
see a mass of bloody pulp to realize 
that highway accidents are danger- 
ous, 

The policy which ought properly 
to apply in all these cases can be 
stated in six words: 

Fit the exhibit to the spectator. 


ey 

- 
Those who rant over the high cost of 
medical care usually propose to low- 
er it at the physician’s expense. His 
fees, they declare, have placed ade- 
quate medical service beyond the 
reach of the masses. 

“Ridiculous!” anyone who knows 
the facts will say...““Not even worth 
denying.” 

Yet deny it we must. lest the pub- 
lic, ignorant of the hook, swallow the 
bait which conceals it. 

The fact is, of course, that only 
about a quarter of the American 
medical dollar ever reaches the phy- 
sician. And a good slice (about 40 
per cent) of what he does receive is 
absorbed by overhead. 

The real financial burden on the 
patient today consists of the total of 
such other items as medicine, hospi- 
talization. nursing care, services of 
cultists. etc. These are the things 
which account for the bulk—about 
75 per cent—of our national medical 
bill. These—not the physician’s care 

are what make illness the expen- 


sive hazard it is. 
Py 


er 


A profession, no less than a nation, 
is judged by its representatives. 
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Sometimes, unfortunately. 

For the actions of a representative 
who belies his title will reflect on the 
profession as a whole and on every 
member individually. 

Some especially lamentable exam. 
ples of mis-representation have been 
witnessed during the recent Wagner 
Health Act hearings in Washington. 

Reference is made, of course. to 
instances such as that of the A.M.A. 
trustee who, after making a long 
speech about the Wagner Act, was 
forced to admit before the entire as- 
sembly that he hadn’t even read the 
bill. 

The case cited is not an isolated 
one. There have been others. 

Such incidents are inexcusable. The 
least our parent organization can do 
is to appoint representatives who will 
prepare themselves for their jobs and 
execute them competently. 

The rank and file of private prac- 
titioners are in no mood to be held 
up to ridicule and discredited by 
their own spokesmen. 


Py 

~ 
Even in this age, bread cast upon the 
waters is often found again. 

A young G.P. we know told us 
about an old fellow who wandered in- 
to his office just the other day. Seems 
that during the past year he had 
been receiving treatment at the clin- 
ic. Sometimes our friend took care of 
him; sometimes another doctor. 

But now he had been left a little 
money. He could afford private care 
again. That’s why he came to the of- 
fice. 

“But why my office?” the young 
physician wondered. “Can it be that 
Rx No. 46—my old favorite—was 
really more effective than Rx No. 13 
prescribed by most of the other doc- 
tors?” 

No. It wasn’t that. 

“You see,” the old man explained 
gently, “one day last Winter you 
helped me on with my coat.” 
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Merritt and Cole, Architects 





Fair exchange for a city office? Indubitably! says Dr. Shields. 


Get out of town! 


BY GLENN F. JENKINS 


The President has called it the “flat- 
tening-out process.” Others refer to 
it as the “back-to-the-land move- 
ment.” More important than any 
of its descriptions, however, is this 
underlying fact: 

The population of our cities is 
being redistributed outward. 

Statistical proof that America is 
veking elbow room has been re- 
orded by R. L. Polk & Co., the 
nation’s largest publishers of city 
lirectories. In the last ten years, 
his firm reports, urban centers 
have grown little, if any. Yet gen- 
eral population continues to in- 
crease steadily. 

This outgoing tide may be har- 
essed commercially. Most spectac- 
ular example is the wave of pros- 
perous super-markets which now 
mark the environs of every city. 

Yet one need not look even that 
far. Within the medical profession 
itself are followers of the decen- 
tralization trend. 


One of these is Dr. W. L. Shields. 
He used to hold forth in a down- 
town Detroit office. But no more. 
Turning his back on the problems 
of a city practice, this enterprising 
G.P. built a two-man office build- 
ing seven miles out from the main 
business center. A dentist-friend 
joined him as a tenant. And— 

Within a year, they declare, their 
practices have jumped 50 per cent! 

Out in the country on the eight- 
lane Woodward super-highway, Dr. 
Shields’ modern office is its own 
advertisement. Patients throng to 
it from nearby suburban commun- 
ities, of which several are strung 
along the traffic artery. In addition 
to this new clientele, Dr. Shields 
has kept most of his old patients. 

It’s easy to see why. For the ad- 
vantages of a semi-rural location 
are many. Besides those already 
stated, Dr. Shields lists the follow- 
ing: 

1. Less competition. A new terri- 












DENTIST'S 
OPERATING 
ROOM 


DENTIST'S 
OPERATING 
ROOM 


DENTISTS 
OPERATING 
ROOM 



































TOILET 
TOILET 


LABORATORY 


= 


DARK RM 





PHYSICIAN'S 
CONSULTATION RM 


PHYSICIAN'S 
TREATMENT RM 





DENTISTS 
LABORATORY 


coh 


DENTISTS 
CONSULTATION 
ROOM 





VANITY CLOSET 


JOINT 
BUSINESS OFFICE 





JOINT 
RECEPTION ROOM 


VESTIBULE 


PHYSICIAN'S 
OPERATING RM 










































power 
tients 
tired | 
few fe 
rocm 
1. / 
height 
in the 
tificia 
ing di 
ways 
5.F 
smud, 
6. | 
the o 
a lea: 
lar fe 
space 
Gre 
haps, 
freed 
is no 
own ¢ 
Fo 
Shiel 
accor 
space 
tweer 
the | 
rear. 
Co 
was 
Labo 
Detré 
same 












JULY 


irse-sense in planning this two- 





building has produced a lay- 






of maximum efficiency. 






tory, in effect, has been “opened 
up.” 

2. Accessibility. No downtown 
trafic jams to battle. 

3. Unexcelled parking facilities. 
The super-market first proved the 
power of this attraction. Ailing pa- 
tients appreciate it even more than 
tired bargain hunters. It’s only a 
few feet from curb to reception 
rocm——with no steps to climb. 

1. A maximum of natural light, 
heightened by the use of glass brick 
in the building’s construction. Ar- 
tiicial lighting never needed dur- 
ing daylight hours. No dingy hall- 
ways to grope through. 

5. Freedom from impure, smoke- 
smudged air and distracting noises. 

6. No rent problem. Nor any of 
the other restrictions imposed by 
a leasing arrangement. And, dol- 
lar for dollar, a whole lot more 
space for the outlay. 

Greatest advantage of all, per- 
haps, results from the complete 
freedom any builder enjoys. There 
isno substitute for bringing your 
own construction ideas to reality. 

For the sake of economy, Dr. 
Shields’ building was planned to 
accommodate two suites. Floor 
space is about equally divided be- 
tween them. The doctor occupies 
the front suite; the dentist, the 
rear. 

Cost to build this two-man office 
was $10,000 (excluding the lot). 
Labor and construction costs in 
Detroit are relatively high. So the 
same building in another locality 
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might cost considerably less. 

Between doctor and dentist the 
relationship is that of landlord and 
tenant. The latter pays $60 a month 
rent. 

Dr. Shields, as it happens, 
bought the building for cash. Car- 
rying charges are, therefore, a 
small factor. 

Ordinarily, such charges on a 
$10,000 building would total about 
$100 a month. So the $40 a month 
required of the physician-owner 
would represent the benefit of a 
neat investment. 





Manuals for the 
medical stenographer 


Some new manuals designed es- 
pecially to help the doctor’s sec- 
retary are being issued by the 
Gregg Publishing Co. 

One is “The Medical Stenogra- 
pher,” by Effie B. Smither, former 
physician’s office assistant. Its 
twenty chapters include shorthand 
“dictionaries” of medical terms; 
suggested study programs; dicta- 
tion material; model case histories 
in shorthand, with a key; and bi- 
ographies of outstanding medical 
men. The price is $2. 

Sixteen booklets to aid in in- 
creasing the stenographer’s dicta- 
tion speed are also being prepared. 
Each will contain exercises deal- 
ing with a different branch of 
medicine. Volume 1 (“General 
Medicine”) and Volume.2 (“Sur- 
gery”) are now ready. The ma- 
terial consists of case. reports and 
vocabularies from the files of pri- 
vate practitioners, hospitals, med- 
ical journals, and textbooks. Book- 
lets are $1 each. 
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“1 have not read the bill,” admitted 
Dr. Arthur W. Booth after damn- 
ing it for the A.M.A. 


Only a political miracle can bring 
Senator Wagner’s Health Act to a 
vote before Congress adjourns this 
Summer. Capitol “insiders” are 
giving odds that the measure won’t 
even come out of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor in 
time to be considered at this ses- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, the hearings the Sen- 
ate has been conducting on the 
bill since April 27 afford some in- 
teresting indications of the way the 
wind is now blowing. 


* * * 


Not that the hearings will ever 
have much practical effect upon 
the final action taken on the bill... 
They’re simply an escape valve. 
Any real opposition to the cam- 
paign for socialized medicine will 
depend on the mobilization of pub- 
lic opinion. Even the Senate page 
boys know in what direction the 
present committeemen are leaning. 

Here’s the lineup of the sub-com- 
mittee of the Committee on Educa- 


At the Wagner 


tion and Labor which has been 
conducting the Wagner bill hear- 
ings: 

James E. Murray (D.), Mon. 
tana, chairman: “For the bill. He's 
sold on the entire Wagner ‘reform’ 
program.” 

Vic Donahey (D.), Ohio: “Dit- 
to. He attended only a few of the 
meetings; but F.D.R. elected him 
and he won't forget it.” 

Robert M. LaFollette (P.). Wis- 
consin: “Ditto. Member of | the 
Wagner-LaFollette Mutual Admi- 
ration Society.” 

A. J. Ellender (D.), Louisiana: 
“Ditto. So long as Southern indus- 
trial and agricultural interests will 
not be adversely affected, he'll rub- 
ber-stamp anything the adminis- 
tration desires.” 

Robert Taft (R.), Illinois: “The 
only Republican on the sub-com- 
mittee. It would seem natural for 
him to oppose the bill. But he 
wants so badly to be President that 
he won’t risk offending anyone. A 
grudging approval.” 

Senators who, with the above. 
form the full committee, are: El- 
bert D. Thomas (D.), Utah; David 
I. Walsh (D.) , Massachusetts ; Rush 
D. Holt (D.), West Virginia; Claude 
Pepper (D.), Florida; Josh Lee 
(D.), Oklahoma; Lister Hill (D.), 
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\labama; James J. 
ennsylvania; William E. 


(RR). 
Borah 


R.), Idaho. Including their bal- 


Davis 


— lots, the present score appears to 
han te: ten for the bill; two against it; 
one doubtful. Physicians are hop- 
pig. ME however, for a realignment of 
f rv forces in the months ahead. 
him > = = 
.. |Any soft spot Senator Thomas 
Wis- | (chairman of the parent commit- 
the | tee) might have had in his heart 
dini- | for private practice was hardened 
by a remark of Dr. Arthur W. 
ana: | Booth, chairman of the A.M.A. 
idus- Board of Trustees. 
will | Booth testified that medical prog- 
tub: | tess had not been marked in the 
inis: | “deserts of Utah”—Thomas’ home 
7 state. Hearing of this, the Senator 
' | invaded the hearing expressly to 
‘om '! take the A.M.A. leader to task. In- 
. lerrupting the meeting, Thomas de- 
'€ | clared: “The deserts of Utah have 
~ given the nation some of its best 
ss medical men.” He then stalked 
abruptly out of the room. 
EL Nor was this wound later ap- 
“, | peased by Dr. Charles Gordon 
avid Heyd, of the Columbia College of 
ush Physicians and Surgeons. For Dr. 
ude Heyd refused to allow Senator 
- Thomas to interrupt him in the 








midst of his address. When Thomas 








Wide World 


“The cost,” shouted Wagner, “is 


insignificant.” He invaded hear- 


ings; tried to steer testimony. 


explained that he just wanted to 
ask a question, Heyd refused a 
second time. And a second time 
Thomas stalked out of the hearing. 


* * * 


Dr. Heyd, in fact, was one of the 
few medical men present who 
proved himself more than a match 
for the opposition. 

His observation that the average 
stay after tonsillectomy is only 
three days in a private hospital. 
compared with 29 days in veterans’ 
institutions, caused Senator Ellen- 
der to lead with his chin. The Sena- 
tor inquired if doctors were not to 
blame for that. Heyd agreed, re- 
minding the Senator, however, that 
they were Government doctors. 

Senator Wagner was particular- 
ly disturbed by Dr. Heyd’s thrusts. 
Apparently unable to meet them 
directly, he had it written into the 
record that Heyd had contributed to 
Frank Gannett’s Committee to Up- 
hold Constitutional Government; 
that Dr. Edward Rumley, execu- 





tive officer of the Gannett group, 
was a “spy” guilty of “trading 
with the enemy” during the World 
War; and that Heyd had sent “a- 
bout fifty” telegrams urging citi- 
zens to oppose his bill. 

Still not satisfied, Wagner ac- 
cused Heyd: 4 

“You came here to oppose, not 
suggest, didn’t you?” 

Once again, Heyd had the retort 
perfect : 

“If I see a bridge washed out and 
a train approaching, what should 
I do? Get a flag and warn of the 
danger? Or try to build a new 
bridge?” 
The general attitude of the com- 
mitteemen was one of indifference. 

Senator Murray, who presided 
at the hearings, gazed idly around 
the room during most of the testi- 
mony. Senator Taft skipped the 
preliminary session and LaFollette 


Acme 
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stole away when it was half over, 
Senator Donahey, too, was more 
noticeable for his absence than for 
his presence. 
*% % % 

The most active man in the room 
during most of the hearings was 
Senator Wagner. Though not even 
a committee member, he assumed 
the combined duties of district at- 
torney, judge, and sergeant-at-arms. 

When he tried to rush the com- 
mitteemen into giving immediate 
approval to his bill, however, they 
balked. Said Senator Ellender: 

“T want to know how this bill is 
going to work.” 

“But,” said Wagner, “I have just 
explained it.” 

“No, you haven't,” insisted El- 
lender. “I want to know what it’s 
all about.” 

Whereupon the movement's spon- 
sor explained that no attempt would 

[Continued on page 60} 





Three on a match, with Senator Murray (center), committee chairman, 


defying superstition. It proved unlucky, however, for those who sought 


rubber-stamp approval of the Wagner Bill. 


26 





No on 


powel 
namel 
by hi 
from 

“M 
Them 
Th 
never 
siciar 
Yet 
of or; 
it is | 
solve 
pock 


to re 


tion. 
city’: 
cont 
med 
ton’s 
brac 
tion: 

l. 
serv 

Z. 


on ¢ 












Over, 
more 
n for 


room 

was 
even 
imed 
‘t at- 
rms. 
com- 
diate 
they 


Il is 
just 


EI. 
it’s 


pon- 
yuld 
60] 








The CITY 
MEDICAL 





SOCIETY: a political lever 


How one municipal physicians’ asso- 
ciation has effected favorable politi- 
cal change, especially in securing 


tax funds for indigent care 


\o one has stated more clearly the 
power of collective action than a 
nameless Georgia darkie. Ordered 
by his boss to remove a bees’ nest 
from a tree, he retorted: 

“Massa, I’Il do anything but that. 
Them hornets is organized!” 

This bit of homespun logic may 
never have reached the ears of phy- 
sicians in Irvington, New Jersey. 
Yet their appraisal of the strength 
of organization is no less high. For 
itis by joint action that they have 
solved medicine’s most pressing 
pocketbook problem, namely: how 
to reduce the burden of free medi- 
cal care. 

First step was the formation of 
the Irvington Physicians’ Associa- 
tion. With this political lever, the 
city’s thirty-eight doctors gained 
control over the administration of 
medical relief. As a result, Irving- 
ton’s indigent-care system now em- 
braces the following ideal condi- 
tions: 

1. Free choice of doctor is pre- 
served ; 

2. The physician is reimbursed 
on a fee-for-service basis; and 





3. The cost to the community has 
been actually reduced! 

In the past, Irvington practition- 
ers always served their luckless 
neighbors freely and gladly. But 
when the country’s relief recipients 
soared to a total of more than 21,- 
000,000, the economic pinch began 
to feel more like a stranglehold. 

Individually, they appealed to 
public officials. The poor man’s doc- 
tor, they argued, deserved to be 
paid as much as his grocer, his vis- 
iting nurse, and his landlord. But 
their appeals fell on deaf ears. 

Analyzing their inability to get 
action, Irvington doctors made two 
interesting observations: 

1. That although the basic unit 
in medicine’s organizational hier- 
archy is the county medical society, 
a county commonly has no legisla- 
tive and little executive power. 

2. That in relief matters, at least, 
the political unit of administration 
is usually the municipality. 

Hence, their diagnosis: 

The medical profession has no 
bargaining unit, no organizational 
strength. when it comes to influ- 





encing a municipal project. 

And their remedy: 

The organization of city, town, 
or village medical associations. 


Through these special associa- 
tions, it became evident, the power 
of the profession may be focused 
on the community’s point of least 
resistance: the local government. 
While a mayor, his aldermen, and 
local committeemen fear no medi- 
cal leaders who live and vote in 
other municipalities, they will re- 
spect a united local profession. Of 
this, the Irvington Physicians As- 
sociation is proof. 

The first official act of the asso- 
ciation was to ask for a hearing. 
It was granted. The town commis- 
sion, attentive at last, saw the way 





Immersion heater 
used as sterilizer 


The handiest gadget I have is an 
immersion heater which I use as 
a sterilizer when making house 
calls. 

No longer must I borrow 
and light up the kitchen stove 
when I want to sterilize some- 
thing at the patient’s home. In- 
stead. I can work right at the 
bedside. All I need do is stand 
the heater up in a drinking glass 
and connect the cord to an elec- 
trical outlet. The patient sees the 
syringe, needle, or other instru- 
ment being boiled before his eyes 
and is reassured of the doctor’s 
meticulousness. 

This idea is not original with 
me. Yet I find many practitioners 
who appear never to have heard 
of it or tried it—HAROLD GARTNER, 


m.p., Valhalla, N.Y. 
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the straws were blowing. They a 
greed to cooperate with the doc. 
tors in setting up a plan for medi. 
cal relief. In fact, the I.P.A. was 
vested with its control! 

Each indigent Irvington residen| 
now summons his own doctor. Al. 
ter attending the case, the physi 
cian fills out one simple blank 
forwards it to the town hall, and 
collects his fee. 

Racketeering, bill-padding, and 
other abuses are nipped in the bud 
through the close surveillance of 
the association. The honest physi- 
cian has nothing to fear from his 
peers in the group. The dishonest 
doctor finds his own colleagues 
more drastic than any political 
supervisor—and not susceptible to 
diverting promises. 

Can the town afford the “luxury” 
of paying individual doctors fo 
tending the indigent? It can. For 
in this instance at least it has turned 
out to be even cheaper then em 
ploying a salaried city physician! 

Under the Irvington system, the 
incidence of hospitalization per re: 
lief patient is greatly reduced. Like: 
wise reduced are bills for nursing 
services, 

And, as for the physicians, they 
now collect from the city several 
hundred dollars a month. 

A municipal group such as the 
Irvington Physicians Association 
offers other benefits, of course, be- 
sides its value as a political lever. 
These include social activities, the 
building of interprofessional good 
will, and favorable publicity for 
the local medical fraternity. 

Nor are these accomplishments 
made possible with mirrors. They're 
the result of organization. 

And the formula isn’t copyright- 
ed.—HENRY A. DAVIDSON, M.D. 
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EDITORIAL 








How about it, 
Senator ? 


Six weeks at a North Woods camp. 
away from civilization, would prob- 
ably be the best tonic in the world 
for those embroiled in the Wagner 
Health Act fracas. 

They need such a change. It would 
help them regain their perspective. 
The solitude and detachment might 
even encourage a few to hark back 
to first principles and ask themselves: 

What are we 
complish ? 


really trying to ‘ac- 


Which of our various objectives 
deserves attention first? 

How can we best approach it? 

Judging from the misunderstand- 
ing and confusion now in evidence, 
some time out for a little meditation 
and straight thinking could not fail 
to have a salutary effect. 

Perhaps as a result of 
thought, less-talk experiment; at least 
some individuals would come to real- 
ize that: 


this more- 


The only medical problem today 
that demands early attention is the 
care of the medically indigent. 

No billion-dollar bureaucracy need 


be set up to meet this emergency. 
Nor does it require the spending of 
impossible sums. 

Some communities already find it 
possible to finance (at reduced rates ) 
the treatment of their 
Funds are administered by local au- 
thorities. The patient goes to the doc- 
tor of his choice. The latter is paid 
on a fee-for-service basis. And that 
anachronism, the city physician, is 
dispensed with entirely. 


sick poor. 


Other communities, less well-off, 
could do likewise if a modicum of 
financial aid were available from the 
Government tosupplement local funds. 

After all, the entire National Health 
Program is predicated on the needs 
of those unable to pay for medical 
care. So... 

Let these needs be met first. 

The building of new hospitals can 
wait. Extension of the Public Health 
Service can wait. Sickness insurance 
(which helps the indigent not at all) 
can also wait. 

The immediate problem is medical 
care for the poor. 

This care, everyone admits, is the 
dual responsibility of the profession 
and the Government. Yet the profes- 
sion is shouldering the job almost 
entirely alone. 

How about it, Senator? 


hrordan eked 





XH) of CLUBS 


It won’t remind you of home. But you'll find 
all the comforts of home at the Professional 
Club at the New York World’s Fair. It’s open 
to A.M.A. members. There are no dues. In 
the lounge, you can chat and smoke under 
the palms. In the Algerian Room (whose 
waiters are embarrassed by their “fancy out- 
fits”), you can get a good roast-beef dinner. 
At the bar, with its checkered floor and chess- 
men stools, try a Tom Collins. Don’t, how. 
ever, return to the lounge if you've done any 
real elbow-bending. Paintings on the mirrors 
there are what the fair calls “murals of med- 


ico-microscopic derivation.” But they’re still 
in the best pink-elephant tradition. 
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Letters to 
a doctor’s 
secretary 


2. MEETING THE PUBLIC 


[This is the second in a series of 
revealing letters written by a doc- 
tor’s assistant to the girl who took 
her place when she left to be mar- 
ried. The series constitutes an in- 
valuable training course in pro- 
fessional office procedure.— THE 
EDITORS | 

My dear Mary: 

I shall never forget the efficient 
and charming woman whose place 
I took years ago when I first went 
to work for a doctor. You'll often 
hear echoes of her words and pre- 
cepts in my letters. 

One phrase she used frequently 
comes back to me now: “meeting 
the public.” 

I used to be rather shy when I 
first started out. So meeting the 
public was an especially difficult 
phase of my work. 

Through my preceptor’s kind- 
ness, however, I eventually learned 
the technique of getting along with 
people. The rules she gave me 
made my days infinitely smoother 
and pleasanter. I'll pass them on 


Ray Albert 


to you in this letter. . . 

It goes without saying that no 
matter who they are, or for what 
reason they come, the people who 
pass daily through your reception 
room must receive every courtesy 


and attention. No _ provocation 
should be great enough to make 
you lose your temper or tree. even 
the annoying visitor with rudeness. 

This does not mean, of course, 
that you must handle them all 
alike. No indeed. Let’s look over a 
list of the different kinds of callers 
with whom you'll have to deal. We 
find: 

l. Patients with appointments. 

2. Patients without appointments. 

3. Visiting doctors. 

1. Detail men. 

5. The doctor’s relatives and per- 
sonal friends. 

6. Door-to-door salesmen, solici- 
tors, peddlers, etc. 

The first of these you are ex- 
pecting. It is primarily for them 
that the office exists. So they are 
obviously the most important. 

When they enter, greet them by 
name—and with a smile of wel- 
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come. (A pleasant and ready smile 
is God’s gift to the receptionist! ) 

If, as alas often happens, they 
are on time and the doctor isn’t, 
you say something like this: 
“Dr. Barry had such a heavy 
morning at the hospital that he 
was obliged to be late. We’re there- 
fore a little behind schedule. Do 
you mind waiting a few minutes?” 

Your explanation must be given 
seriously and anxiously, as though 
you were asking the patient’s help 
in an important situation beyond 
your control (even though you may 
know the doctor’s lateness was oc- 
casioned by nothing more vital 
than a congenial luncheon date). 
This gives the patient the feeling 
that he is cooperating with the doc- 
tor rather than being imposed up- 
on; so he is almost always willing 
to wait. 

Your own ingenuity will teach 
you to embroider this theme from 
day to day. All will be well if you 
take care to give each patient a 
sense of his own importance, as 
well as a sense of the great impor- 
tance of the doctor’s work. 

By close attention to the doctor’s 
habits, and by keeping in mind, 
when you give appointments, the 
probable time required by each 
patient, you can even approximate 
punctuality. Perfection is obvious- 
ly impossible; but never grow lax 
simply on that account. If you aim 
to keep appointments on the dot, 
youll succeed in being at least 
fairly punctual. 

Don’t become annoyed if the 
doctor himself seems indifferent in 
this regard. One of the things you’re 
paid to do for him is to keep track 
of his time and advise him accord- 
ingly. 

If the patient is new, approach 
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him at once for the information 
needed to record his case on the 
books. In the supply closet you'll 
find a box of 4” x 4” printed pads. 
I had them made up by our print- 
er. They have a line for each of 
the following: 

Name 

Address 

Telephone number 

Business address 

Business ’phone number 

Referred by bes 

Fill out every line, getting the 
name in full. If the patient is a 
married woman, get the husband’s 
name. If the patient is a minor, get 
the father’s name. Be sure all names 
are spelled correctly. 

Under business address, get the 
name of the firm as well as the 
street and number. If possible, de- 
termine the patient’s position there. 

Never fail to get the name of 
the person who referred the pa- 
tient. If the patient is vague in 
that particular, jot down “no ref- 
erence,” as this is often a danger 
signal of poor credit. 

Using the printed form suggest- 
ed, instead of a blank piece of pa- 
per, is important. It gives the im- 
pression that you are merely fol- 
lowing standard routine. Only the 
most eccentric will hesitate to an- 
swer your questions. 

It is more courteous and satis- 
factory, of course, to take down the 
information yourself. Although, if 
you are rushed, or if the patient is 
deaf, or if he speaks brokenly, it 
is all right to give him the pencil 
and pad and ask him to fill out the 
form himself. Only check it to be 
sure he has omitted nothing of im- 
portance. 

Filling out this blank is the cor- 
nerstone of efficient collecting. I 
can’t stress it too strongly. 





Now for the second group: pa- 
tients without appointments. 

Your ability to judge these will 
increase steadily. But at first, if 
youre not sure of your ground, 
jot down all the facts and then ask 
the doctor what to do. Remember, 
that you must never, in any way, 
jeopardize the good will the doc- 
tor enjoys, or contribute toward 
the loss of a patient. 

Theoretically, it is unfair to those 
who have appointments to “run 
in” one without an appointment. 
Yet it sometimes saves an excellent 
case for the doctor. 

Before you admit anyone on this 
basis, however, explain to him that 
Dr. Barry ordinarily sees patients 
only by appointment, but that 
rather than discommode the new- 
comer this time, he will at least see 
him for a few minutes. The doctor 
can then get the case started and 
arrange a longer appointment for 
some other day. 

You will learn to spot 
“drifters” and “shoppers.” Dismiss 
them without compunction by sim- 
ply telling them firmly that all 
appointments for the day are tak- 
en. 

If another doctor wants Dr. 
Barry to see a patient in the mid- 
dle of a busy afternoon, without a 
previous appointment, you must 
arrange it without hesitation. Be 
extremely careful, however, not to 
let any patient with an appoint- 
ment know that he is being thus 
delayed. 

For waiting patients there are 
plenty of new magazines on the re- 
ception room table should they 
wish to read. The old joke about 
hoary magazines in doctors’ wait- 
ing rooms is entirely passé here. 

Should patients wish to chat with 


soon 





suLy # 1939 


you, by all means indulge them to 
a reasonable extent. In these con. 
versations you will often have in. 
valuable opportunities to “boost” 
your doctor in a sincere and tact- 
ful way. Let the patients do most 
of the talking, and listen with real 
interest. You will glean much that 
will aid you in evaluating them. 
If it seems wise to discourage 
their talk, your ever-ready desk 
work will serve. of course, as a 
good “out.” You’re simply too 
busy to chat indefinitely. 
Always, in the reception room, 
maintain an air of cheerful optim- 
ism. It’s all right for patieuts to 
talk among themselves so long as 
they are discoursing on how much 
better they feel, how grateful they 
are, and how highly they regard 
the doctor. But if they’re morbid 
or complaining, it’s best to break 
up the talk by taking one of them 
inside. Keep them moving forward 
in such cases as much as possible. 
You can, for instance, pout one 
in the private office to have a his- 
tory taken; another in a treatment 
room, at the same time, even though 
the doctor is not ready for him. 
If a patient is reading a maga- 
zine with interest, and you plan to 
shunt him to another room, al- 
ways see that he takes the maga- 
zine with him. It’s amazing how 
often this obvious courtesy is dis- 
regarded. All the good of moving 
people forward is lost if they are 
cooped up ina treatment room with 
nothing to do but fume and wait. 
As patients leave after seeing 
the doctor, they will pass your 
desk again. Then, if they require 
another appointment, you can give 
it to them. 
Tell them good-by in a truly 
[Continued on page 56) 
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cians argument. 

To the Federal Government goes 
the credit for this united front. By 
indicting the A.M.A. and by spon- 
soring the Wagner Health Bill, it 
has done more to bring together 
the physicians of the country than 
has any other single force. 

“Tt’s like an organism that’s un- 
der attack,” an A.M.A. delegate de- 
clared recently. “It consolidates 
its position.” 

So heartening has this stimulus 


Wide World 





The Wagner Act Committee: Left to right, seated, Drs. W. F. Donaldson, 


ruly | H. L. Snyder, H. A. Luce, and W. E. Vest. Standing, Drs. F. W. Rankin 


56] and F, E. Sondern. Dr. E. H. Cary, seventh member, is not shown. 











been that many medical generalis- 
simos now predict a complete vic- 
tory on both the Department of 
Justice and Congressional fronts. 
The Wagner Bill, they say, is 
bogged in the marshes of Senator- 
ial discord. Failure of the House 
of Representatives (from which ap- 
propriations must originate) to 
draw up a corresponding bill is 
further evidence of the 
doom of socialized medicine. As 
for Thurman Arnold’s indictment, 
these men regard it as nothing more 
than a piece of timely stage-man- 
aging for the larger issue. They ex- 
pect it to peter out along with the 
Wagner Bill. 

Whether the passage of time will 
confirm these roseate predictions 
is open to some doubt. Much will 
depend on the swing of public 
opinion, the subsequent attitude of 
members of Congress, and the suc- 
cess of the special Wagner Act 
Committee appointed by the A.M.A. 

A number of physicians are dis- 
appointed by the fact that the last- 
named committee has not drafted 
a substitute bill. Such a bill, they 
feel. would be in the nature of a 
tangible asset. It would afford a 
concrete answer to the oft-heard 
accusation that medicine criticizes 


seen as 
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the Wagner Bill but has nothing 
to offer in its place. 

However that may be, the Wag. 
ner Act Committee enjoys wide- 
spread personal popularity—a pop- 
ularity, it should be pointed out, 
which A.M.A. leaders are depend- 
ing upon to placate the various 
cliques within the profession. 

“A perfect cross-section” is what 
these leaders call the following 
blend: 

1. Walter F. Donaldson, chair 
man: The perfect “front man.” An 
old-line G.P., chosen as the most 
generally acceptable to all factions. 
Member of Pittsburgh’s Academy 
of Medicine. Long secretary of his 
State society and a member of the 
A.M.A. House of Delegates. In all, 
a safe, reliable steering-wheel. 

2. Frederick Sondern: Appoint- 
ed to represent the A.M.A. (as dis- 
tinct from other conciliatory ap- 
pointments). A clinical patholo- 
gist. Member of the Old Guard. A 
New Yorker. Brilliant, urbane, suc- 
cessful, profession-proud, and dis- 
dainful of vulgar Government fin- 
gers reaching toward medicine's 
pie. 

3. Walter Vest: A West Virginia 
public health official. Tuberculosis 
and cancer-control expert. Solid 





PUPPETS PROPHETIC 


Lampooning organized medicine’s 
Department of Justice indictment, 
St. Louis physicians staged a pup- 
pet show the night of May 15 be- 
fore 350 guffawing A.M.A. big- 
wigs. Thinly-disguised jailbirds in 
the mock trial (opposite page) 
are Dr. Goebels Sharkbein and 
Dr. Going West; the judge, Hon. 
John Q. Public. In the center, ges- 
ticulating, is the trust-buster, An- 
us Equarius Arnica. He pumps 
damning evidence from such wit- 
nesses as P. Fuller Bloat (eco- 
nomic royalist) ; Bernarr McSha- 
dow; Dr. Joe De Jerker (Joseph 
A. Jerger); and Daisy Healer 
(Christian Scientist). Dr. West 
(left) solemnly pleads for mercy 
while Dr. Sharkbein. bored, chucks 
Daisy under the chin. Finally sen- 
tenced to twenty years in the dog- 
house, the two culprits are visited 
by Aesculapius (above), who takes 
pity and frees them. 
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and conservative. Balances big-city- charged that the National Health 
committee viewpoints with those of | Act of 1939 “does not in any way 
a town of 76,000. safeguard the continued existence 

1. Fred Rankin: Mayo son-in- 
law. Well-known surgeon. Typifies 


high specialization. Member A.M.A. St. Louis theme song 


Council on Medical Education. 


Would beat Wagner Bill to the To the tune of “Old MacDonald 





— “! mies i yi had a Farm,” A.M.A. delegates, 
more heaithiul.” Geographical rep- reading from song sheets hand- 


—. “a - ed them by St. Louis dinner 
oe es See. See ee a hosts, lustily sang these verses: 
the A.M.A. Chairman of its legis- : y ce 


lative committee. Eye specialist. Franklin Roosevelt liked a gal, 


- o-c-h-e! 
Calls a spade a spade. Probably R-o-c-h-e! 
’ : Public health he gave this gal, 
the most competent man from a ! 
R-o-c-h-e! 


legislative standpoint in the entire With a layman here, and a lay- 


Association. man there, 
6. Henry Luce: Detroit psychia- Here a man, there a man, 
trist. Veteran A.M.A. delegate and Everywhere a layman. 
past Michigan State Medical So- Franklin Roosevelt liked a gal, 
ciety president. Thoroughly ac- R-o-c-h-e! 
ceptable to proponents of liberali- ‘Thurman Arnold had a plan, 
zation, yet can be depended upon G-H-G-H-A! 
to keep his feet on the ground. And with this plan he riled the 
Considered a bit radical by A.M.A. Docs, G-H-G-H-A! 
headquartersmen. With a trust trial here, and a trust 
7. Howard L. Snyder: Small trial there, 


Here a trial, there a trial, 
Everywhere a trust trial. 
Thurman Arnold had a plan, 


G-H-G-H-A! 


Federal tales of human love, 
ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! 

We know the reason for this love, 
ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! 

With a vote, vote here, and a vote, 


town surgeon from Winfield, Kan- 
sas. Undistinguished in the ordi- 
nary sense of the word, but “typi- 
cal.” Says an A.M.A. official: “He’s 
a run-of-the-mill! representative 
who, after all, has a vital stake in 
this thing. His thinking will be a 
cross-section of 100.000 of the As- 





sociation’s 113,000 members.” vote there, 

The sentiments of the Wagner Here a vote, there a vote, 
Act Committee were expressed at Everywhere a vote, vote. 
length in a report presented to the Federal tales of human love, 
Senate last month. The report ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! 
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“SMOOTHAGE” describes the of 


Metamucil in correcting constipation. It 


action 


exerts a soothing, demulcent effect upon 
the bowel mucosa, allaying inflammatory 
conditions in colitis and other gastro-intes- 
tinal irritations. 


Metamucil is a highly purified and con- 
centrated vegetable mucilloid, prepared 
from the seed of Plantago Ovata (Forsk) 
and held in dispersion with a specially 
prepared milk powder. 


Taken with a sufficient quantity of water, 
Metamucil provides soft, smooth bulk, 
which increases the fecal residue and 
encourages elimination in the manner 
intended by Nature—reflex peristalsis initi- 
ated by bulk. 


METAMUCIL 


contains no roughage or chemical laxatives. 


Average dose: 1 to 3 rounded teaspoonfuls 
daily, taken in a glass of liquid and fol- 
lowed by an additional glass of water, milk 
or fruit juice. 





Supplied in 1 lb., 8 oz., and 4 oz. con- 
tainers. 


HA) Searle 


Ethical Pharmaceuticals Since 1888 
CHICAGO 
NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO KANSAS CITY 
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of the private practitioner.” In 
fact, the signers declared, “It in- 
sidiously promotes the develop- 
ment of a complete system of tax- 
supported medical care, thus un- 
dermining and debasing present 
standards of medical service.” 

If the public can be convinced 
of these things, the present Wagner 
bill may be defeated. But the cam- 
paign for socialized medicine will 
not cease. 

The best cure would be the right 
bill instead of the wrong one. 

In the event that the Wagner Act 
Committee does not choose to pre- 
pare a substitute measure, it is to 
be hoped that members of the com- 
mittee will at least use their in- 
fluence to have such a bill prepared 
and to make certain that its provi- 
sions will further the best interests 
of the public. 

That is the next step. 





How to be a failure 


In three easy lessons 
and two hard ones 


“The trouble with all your writ- 
ers,” said the eminent J. Gideon 
Troutface, M.D., “is that they over- 
emphasize success. What with Dale 
Carnegie and the W.P.A., success 
is already too easy. The real prob- 
lem is to fail. I congratulate my- 
self that this is an art of which I 
am master.” 

Loafing on his luxurious flop- 
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house cot, spitting tobacco juice 
through the holes of his ragged 
coat without touching the threads, 
he looked every bit the failure he 
claimed to be. 

“Would you believe it?” he 
asked. “Once even / succumbed to 
MEDICAL ECONOMICS’ propaganda. 
I was just a commonplace success 
—a $10,000-a-year nose-and-throat 
man.” 

“No!” 

“T hate to admit it,” he sighed. 
“But it’s the truth. 

“Of course, I soon removed my- 
self from that miserable condition. 
Would you like me to tell your 
readers how I did it?” 

Without waiting for an answer, 
Dr. Troutface proceeded. 

“T began,” he related, “by be- 
littling the general practitioner to 
the patients he sent me. This worked 
like a charm. The next time the 
patient had a cold, he called ina 
different G.P. 

“I made it a rule never to send 
a patient back to the referring doc- 
tor if I discovered something else 
wrong. After all, you know, ‘find- 
ers keepers’. ..I directed such pa- 
tients to a friend of mine whom the 
original doctor distrusted. This in- 
variably led to a better misunder- 
standing all around. 

“Then I took up general prac- 
tice on the side. After all, if I could 
remove a tonsil better than a G.P.. 
why wouldn’t I be better at every- 
thing else as well? 

“Above all, I never thanked col- 
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Doctor: We want 
you to taste this 


palatable soda tablet 
















We make Carbex 
Bell entirely of sodi- 
um bicarbonate and 
aromatics because our 
doctors tell us that 
sodium bicarbonate 
properly used is the 
fastest acting and 
most depend- 
able material 
known to 
medicine for 
relieving the 
symptoms of 
indigestion. 
































SEND FOR SAMPLE 


HOLLINGS-SMITH CO. 
Orangeburg, N. Y. 


Sample Carbex Bell, please. 
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leagues for referrals. Why should 
1? After all, they only sent the pa- 
tients to me because they couldn’t 
handle them themselves. 

“I always ran down the other 
fellows specialty. The crack about 
‘skin patients never dying and nev- 
er getting well’ was always good 
for a laugh. It was also sure-fire 
in preventing any referrals from 
dermatologists. 

“The OB men were put in their 
place by my informing pregnant 
patients that no one is_ better 
equipped to deliver their babies— 
and at half the price—than the 
old-fashioned midwife. I got even 
with the orthopedists by praising 
osteopaths and chiropractors. As 
for the abdominal surgeons, they 
were kept forever alienated by the 
simple expedient of some hoary 
remark like. “Those fellows always 
bury their failures.’ 

“As soon as I completed a con- 
sultation or operation, I sent the 
bill—air mail, special delivery. 
Naturally, I made a point of beat- 
ing the referring doctor to it. You 
should have seen the rage that 
threw some of them into!” 

At this point, Dr. Troutface 
stretched himself and yawned. 

“That's about all the advice I 
can give you on how to fail,” he 
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added. “You'll have to pick up the 
rest as you go along. 
““Now—can you spare a dime for 
a cup of coffee?” 
—ERVIN EPSTEIN, M.D. 


Just published 








BOOKS 

MEDICINE AT THE CROSSROADS, by Dr. 
Bertram M. Bernheim. (Morrow, 
$2.50) 

THE MEDICAL STAFF IN THE HOSPITAL, 
by Dr. Thomas R. Ponton. (Physi- 
cians’ Record Company, $2.50) 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A DOCTOR, by 
Dwight Anderson. (Medical Socie- 
ty of the State of New York, 25 
cents ) 

THE PATIENT AS A PERSON, by Dr. 
George C. Robinson. (Common- 
wealth Fund, $3) 

THE POWER OF THE CHARLATAN, by 
Grete de Francesco. (Yaie Univer- 
sity Press, $3.75) 

GRINGO poctTor, by Dr. I. J. Bush. 
(Caxton Printers) 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF DR. WILLIAM 
BEAUMONT, by Dr. Jesse S. Meyer. 
(C. V. Mosby, $5) 

WE DIDN’T ASK UTOPIA, by Harry and 
Rebecca Timbres. Impressions of 
Russia by a doctor and his nurse- 
wife. (Prentice-Hall, $2.50) 
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CYSTOGEN CHEMICAL COMPANY, 


Cystogen has been found an ideal urinary anti- 
septic by many physicians because of these thera- 
peutic manifestations: Cystogen eases renal and 
vesical pain; flushes the genio-urinary canal 
from the kidney to meatus and makes fetid urine 
non-odorous and non-irritating. Cystogen is well 
tolerated, an added reason why this effective 
urinary agent is regularly prescribed in cystitis, 
pyelitis, prostatitis, urethritis and other G-U 
infections. In 3 forms: Cystogen Tablets, Cysto- 
gen Lithia, Cystogen Aperient. Free samples on 
request. 









Sildasiinvy * 





190 BALDWIN AVENUE, JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


















» the 
e for 


M.D. 


LIAM 
pyer. 


and 
Ss ot 


irse- 





fa Diidasiiny >” 





suty # 1939 


UR OW trom the patient's point of view 


OVOFERRIN 


is tasteless, odorless, 
bavobatebeate-tebaler 


patebatroredatseuer-Bebate, 


ae 


WE can scarcely expect a patient to co- 
operate or respond when iron medication 
is unpalatable, blackens the teeth and tongue, 
upsets the stomach and constipates. Yet most 
iron preparations have one or more of these 
disadvantages. 

OVOFERRIN, the colloidal iron-protein, has none 
of these unpleasant attributes. But it is thera- 
peutically more effective. Over thirty-five years 
of clinical experience have proven it to be so. 
Indeed, a recent clinical study by an eminent 
internist indicates that grain for grain, the 
iron in OVOFERRIN has far greater hematinic 
power than that of ferric ammonium citrate. 
There is good reason for this, since OVOFERRIN 
is iron in fine metallic colloidal suspension- 
the ideal state for quick agreeable assimilation. 
In all forms of secondary anemia, and in all 
types of patients, OVOFERRIN improves the 
blood picture, stimulates the appetite, and 
creates a general feeling of well being. Pre- 
scribed—11 oz. bottles. Dose—one _table- 
spoonful in milk or water at meals and bed- 
time. Professional sample upon request. 
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IRON in its most minute, 
most efficientsubdivision 


A. C. BARNES COMPANY, INC., New Brunswick, N. J. 


“Ovoferrin™ is a registered trade-mark, the property of A. C. Barnes Co., Ine. 





JULY 4 1939 


| Es 


IN ALKALI * MINERAL RESERVES 


ii 


Sn PTOMATIC of summer diarrheas and other 


hot weather affections is the typical mineral deple- 
tion together with loss of water from the tissues. 

You can meet these deficiencies successfully in 
a convenient, pleasant form for your patients by 


prescribi ng 


ALhA-VESS 


Each tablet contains the buffer salts, calcitum-di- 
hydrogen phosphate 3 grs.; potassium bicarbonate 
I gr.; magnesium citrate 14 gr.; sodium chloride 


1 gr.; citric acid 19 grs.; sodium bicarbonate 31 grs. 


d 


In canventent tubes of 25 tablets 







EFFERVESCENT PRODUCTS. Inc 


ELKHART INDIANA 
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Why abortionists go broke 


Explanation of how an illegal operator can collect 
$30,000 a year yet still find himself in the red 


BY ARTHUR J. GEIGER 


{ country doctor visiting an old 
medical-school colleague in the city 
was impressed by the latter’s elab- 
orate office. Silently he gazed at 
the exquisite furnishings, the cost- 
ly rugs, the rare paintings. 

Not until they had emerged lat- 
er into the street did he speak. 
Then, jokingly, he asked: 

“What the devil are you, Harry? 
\n abortionist?” 

Thus, the tradition of the afflu- 
ent abortionist lives on. It is nur- 
tured by such statistics as are pub- 
lished from time to time in books 
and magazines. For example: 

Gynecologist Abraham Rongy* 
puts the number of abortions per- 
formed annually in the United 
States at well over 1,500,000. The 
average abortion costs at least $75. 
So the total income of U.S. abor- 
ionists is apparently in excess of 
$100,000,000 a year. Since this 
sum is divided among an estimated 
000 individuals engaged in such 
practice, the average gross income 
per abortionist would appear to be 
over $30,000 per annum. 

But isn’t there a catch some- 
where in this economic Nirvana? 

There is. It manifests itself in 
the excessive spread between the 
abortionist’s gross and net income 
—i.e., in his tremendous overhead. 


“Fellow, New York Academy of Medi- 
tine; author, ‘“‘Abortion: Legal or Llegal?”’ 


Ah 


Some of the most enlightening 
facts about the abortionist’s “cost 
of doing business” have just been 
uncovered by New York’s Special 
Assistant Attorney General John 
Harlan Amen. Mr. Amen was ap- 
pointed by Governor Lehman to 
clean up political corruption in 
Brooklyn. It was in this connec- 
tion that he came face to face with 
the abortion racket, which he terms 
“the worst we have yet encoun- 
tered.” 

The Amen inquiry, it was be- 
lieved at first, would substantiate 
popular belief in the abortionist’s 
gold-plated existence. 

It has done just the opposite. 

Prosecutor Amen told MEDICAL 
ECONOMICS recently that almost 
every abortionist summoned for 
questioning—and there have been 
many—is either broke or strapped 
financially. The individual engaged 
in this work—far from enjoying 
prosperity—is usually milked of 
his gains as quickly as he makes 
them. 

Nine out of ten candidates for 
the curette are married. Most of 
them are said to be in the lower 
middle elass. 

To reach these people, the abor- 
tionist builds up a chain of con- 
tact men. Such contact men are of- 
ten druggists: for it is to the drug- 
gist rather than to the family phy- 





sician that the woman who _ is 
“caught” usually goes. Some doc- 
tors, of course, also refer cases, 
finding it difficult to resist the tear- 
ful pleas of patients in distress. 

The customary split with regu- 
lar referrers is from 30 to 50 per 
cent. Thus, one third to one half 
of the abortionist’s income passes 
from his hands almost as soon as 
it reaches them. And this is only 
one item of overhead. 

Also, as a rule, the abortionist 
pays an exorbitant rental. He has 
to if he would placate a landlord 
with objections to such traffic on 
his premises. 

Then, too. he must have an as- 
sistant he can trust. This is espe- 
cially important if he practices in 
a State whose laws forbid “engag- 
ing or agreeing” to perform the 
act, as well as the act itself. In 
such a State, he dare not make the 
necessary financial arrangements. 
This is the job of his assistant. She 
(usually a woman) collects in ad- 
vance. Naturally, since she shares 
the secret, she must be well paid. 

Dr. Frederick J. Taussig* is au- 
thority for the statement that two 
out of every hundred abortion cases 


*Professor of clinical gynecology and clini- 
cal obstetrics, Washington University School 
of Medicine, St. Louis. 
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result in death. An active operator 
may perform several hundred abor. 
tions a year. Every effort must be 
made, therefore, to guard agains 
the severai deaths which each abor. 
tionist is allotted by the law of 
averages. 

Of course, when a patient does 
die, it is admittedly difficult to con. 
vict the abortionist on criminal 
charges. The latter can _ usually 
plead an emergency operation or 
declare that the patient was brought 
to him in extremis and died while 
preparations were being made for 
her examination. 

Nevertheless, the risk of convie- 
tion can by no means be overlook- 
ed. Besides, a death is bad business. 
It reflects on the operator’s ability. 
Word of it is bound to get around. 

As a rule, then, whenever infec. 
tion develops, the patient is hospi- 
talized at once—often at the abor- 
tionist’s expense. Since the average 
post-abortion case necessitates hos- 
pital service for eight or niue days. 
the bill is likely to be at leas 
twenty-five or fifty dollars. Multi: 
ply this by the number of patients 
to whose hospitalization the abor- 
tionist must contribute annually, 
and you get an idea of still another 
overhead item common to this type 
of practitioner. [Turn the page| 
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SUMMER REPLACEMENT 
THERAPY in the MENOPAUSE 


When vacations interrupt routine use of intramuscu- 
injections, i I 
ENDO ESTROMONE, estrogenic hormone (ovaria! 
follicular) in TABLET FORM. Biologically stand 
ardized. Same physiologic activity as ESTROMON! 
in oil solution. Easy, convenient oral administration 


ENDO PRODUCTS, INC., 395 Fourth Ave., New York 


maintain improvement levels. wit! 
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The 
Medical and Professional Club 
at The 


New York World's Fair 1939 | 











WHEN YOU VISIT the New York World’s Fair you will, of course, I 
want to spend some time in the Medicine and Public Health Building. 
Just off the Court at the east end of this building is the Medical and 
Professional Club where members of the following organizations are 
entitled to the full privileges of the Club. 


American Dental Association American Veterinary Medical Association l 
American Dental Hygienists Association Army and Navy Physicians, Surgeons and Dentists 

American Dietetic Association Association of Women in Public Health 

American Hospital Association Catholic Hospital Association 

American Medical Association National League of Nursing Education 

American Medical Library Association National Organization for Public Health Nursing 

American Nurses Association Pan-American Medical Association, Inc. 

American Pharmaceutical Association U.S. Dept. of Agriculture-Bureau of Animal Industry 

American Public Health Association U. S. Public Health Service 


If you are a member of any of the above organizations we urge you to 
utilize the facilities of the Medical and Professional Club. Be sure to bring 
your membership card with you in order that you may be identified by the 


secretaries of the Club, since membership in the Club is of course restricted. 


THE BAYER COMPANY, INC. 
NEW YORK,N.Y. 
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At that, hospitalization of pa- 
tients is a minor expense. Minor, 
at least, when compared with the 
sums extorted by police for “pro- 
tection.” In this deplorable racket, 
female decoys are used. Graft thus 
collected by the police amounts, it 
is said, to about $5,000 annually 
per affluent abortionist. 

Nor does blackmail stop there. 
Prosecutor Amen now has under 
bail as a material witness a go-be- 
tween who allegedly collected “fab- 
ulous sums for public officials” 
from terrorized abortionists. Mr. 
Amen also has under indictment a 
member of the District Attorney’s 
staff accused of “shaking down” 
two abortionists for $9,000; a judge 
who supposedly accepted $1,000 to 
dismiss an abortion charge; and a 
former assistant attorney general, 
who, it is said, collected $13,000 
from an abortionist in return for a 
promise to influence in his favor 
the medical grievance committee 
of the State Board of Regents. 
With “fixes” at such prices, it 
would seem that abortionists would 
speedily go bankrupt. But they 
have a few defensive devices of 
their own: 

Some figure it cheaper in the 
long run to purchase the “good 
will” of important officials at flat 
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FOR YOUR PA 


There's safety for your patients 
mind for you with a Castle 500. 
of sterilizing equipment sent on 


TIENTS 


and peace of 
FREE catalog 
request. 


WILMOT CASTLE COMPANY 
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rates—$5,000 to $10,000. Others 
employ financial managers—also 
an expensive solution. The latter 
are usually lawyers with political 
connections. They advise the abor. 
tionist whom to pay and how much. 
When their client is arrested, they 
serve as trouble-shooters. 

Not all who live off the abor. 
tionist are politicians. Sometimes, 
racketeers, attracted by the “big 
money,” decide to “muscle in.” 
Take the case of Reginald L. Ran. 
kin: 

Rankin was a former timber 
cruiser. He became interested in 
the abortion racket. It looked like 
a bonanza. So in he plunged. 

For his field of operations, he 
chose the States of California, 
Washington, and Oregon. There he 
set up an organization which boast. 
ed every conceivable facility: ex- 
pert legal advice, salaried solici- 
tors, airplane ambulances, nursing 
homes with private airports, hide- 
outs for operators wanted by the 
police, a laboratory—even a fi 
nance company to loan patients 
money (at usurious rates) to pay 
their fees. 

The organization’s standard rate 
was $50. Its commission for re- 
ferrals was $10. [Turn the page] 
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ATHLETE’S FOOT 
FUNGUS 


Laboratory test showing the 
fungistatic properties of Mazon 
against a culture of tricophy- 
ton Int. upon Sabouraud's 
Medium. 


MAZON 


Mazon checks the progress 
of many difficult skin dis- 
orders of local microbic and 
parasitic etiology. 


The preferred dermal therapeutic: 
@ NON-GREASY 





Our claims for Mazon 
in the treatment of Ath- 
lete’s Foot are not based 
solely on clinical experi- 
ences reported by phy- 
sicians. 

The in vitro study ap- 
pearing above is evidence 
of Mazon’s inhibitory 
action. 


@ ANTI-PRURITIC 


@ NON-STAINING @ ANTI-SEPTIC 
@ NO BANDAGING @ ANTI-PARASITIC 


Mazon is also indicated for: 


ECZEMA e@ PSORIASIS @e DANDRUFF 
ALOPECIA @ RINGWORM e@ IVY POISON 


and other skin irritations. 


@ Samples and literature on request @ 


BELMONT LABORATORIES, INC., PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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Pamphlets on 
SOCIALIZED MEDICINE 


For Distribution to Your Patients 





Do you believe the public should be 
taught the evils of socialized medicine? 
Then you'll want to do your part by 
distributing copies of the pamphlet 
shown above. They’re available at cost: 
25c per carton of fifty. 

Simply place a carton on your re- 
ception-room table. Fold back the top, 
which reveals the words, “Take One!” 
And patients will help themselves. 

The pamphlets have several unique 
advantages: They’re brief—only about 
900 words long. They’re carefully 
worded to reflect the best professional 
ethics. They’re comprehensible to any- 
one. And they’re inexpensive and con- 
venient to use. No commercial or other 
imprint appears on them except the 
words, “Copyright, 1938, Medical Eco- 
nomics, Inc.” in small type. They meas- 
ure 6” x 31/3” and have two folds. A 
sample is yours for a three-cent stamp. 

Medical societies may obtain the 
pamphlets in large lots (without car- 
tons) for distribution among service 
clubs, legislative bodies, and other opin- 
ion-molding groups. Address: MEDICAL 
Economics, Ine., Rutherford, N. J. 
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The ring was so powerful that it 
succeeded in hiring one of the very 
men whom the California Board 
of Medical Examiners had ap. 
pointed to investigate it! One of 
his functions was to “persuade” 
private practitioners to sign up 
with the organization, under threat 
of blackmail. 

A Los Angeles abortionist who 
resisted was given the choice of 
cooperating or being “bumped off.” 
A second in the same city was 
mysteriously killed in an “acci- 
dent” after a similar notification. 
A third, who did prove amenable, 
was completely mulcted of his 
property. 

In selecting their operators, the 
ring gave little heed to profession- 
al qualifications. One abortionist, 
whom they paid $750 a month, 
was formerly a photographer. To 
metamorphose him into a “physi- 
cian,” they furnished him a license 
bearing the name of an actual 
M.D.! 

It can be seen from the forego- 
ing that, one way or another, the 
abortionist is stripped of much of 
his $30,000 a year. 

To be sure, if that were the only 
effect, few ethical practitioners 
would shed tears. But, unfortunate- 
ly, present anti-abortion laws fre- 
quently enmesh the innocent with 
the guilty. 

New York statute, for example, 
recognizes as evidence of abortion 
the use of any drug or instrument 
designed for abortion, even if the 
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For Simple, Inexpensive and Efficient Thyroid Management 
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For thyroid protection: 5-10 drops (5-l0mg.lodine) per week(in% 
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BILLION 


RED CELLS 





D [E EVERY MINUTE! 


Best and Taylor report an estimated destruction of about one billion 
red blood cells every minute during health. Certainly, in hypo- 
chromic anemia, such losses must be quickly counter-balanced. 
Brighten the blood picture in secondary anemias 


with FERRO-CATALYTIC 


TRrmrnrt 
the Original © & P P ER Preparation 






AAWAE 


In Ferro-Catalytic fresh ferrous carbonate, 
the most assimilable and best tolerated 
form of iron, is combined with copper for 
superior utilization. 

“Copper does not affect the assimilation 

of iron but does function in the conversion 

of inorganic iron into hemoglobin.” 

Elvehjem and Sherman 
J. Biol. Chem., October 1932 


There is a Ferro-Catalytic formula to meet 
the individual requirements of each patient. 


Send Coupon 


for sixteen-page booklet giving resume of iron therapy 





in correction of Secondary Anemias and details of the 
DRAMATIC IMPROVE- various “Sio~f formulas available. From this booklet 
MENT AND GRATEFUL you will be able to select a formula and then secure a 
PATIENTS USUALLY sample simply by writing. 
FOLLOW ADMINISTRA- , 
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FERRO-CATALYTIC Charles & Frost &Eo. u.s.a...1nc. | 
“FROSST” Richmond ‘ Virginia 
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patient is not pregnant. What hap- 
pens, then, when an ethical physi- 
cian answers a call in good faith, 
only to be told to patch up the vic- 
tim of an incompetent operator? 
Plenty. He may later have to prove 
that he did not perform the abor- 
tion himself! It is no wonder, 
therefore, that many New York doc- 
tors now categorically decline out- 
patient calls of this nature. 

No matter where you practice, 
it pays to familiarize yourself with 
both the letter and the workings of 
your State abortion law. 

Today, only the District of Col- 
umbia and three states—New Mex- 
ico, Maryland, and Colorado— 
permit pregnancy to be interrupt- 
ed solely for the sake of the moth- 
er’s health. Thirty-one sanction it 
where the mother’s life is threat- 
ened. Seven—Wisconsin, Georgia, 
Arkansas, Kansas, Ohio, Missouri, 
and Texas—make medical advice 
pre-requisite. Six—New Jersey, 
Louisiana, Florida, New Hamp- 
shire. Massachusetts, and Pennsyl- 
vania—do not provide for thera- 
peutic abortions at all! 

Dr. Taussig has outlined a course 
of conduct for physicians confront- 
ed with this problem. He suggests 
that doctors point out to such pa- 
tients the danger of induced abor- 
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tion and discourage their seeking 
relief from quacks. In States where 
therapeutic abortions are permit- 
ted, he adds, they should be per. 
formed in a hospital where a re- 
cord can be kept as_ protection 
against blackmail. If they are done 
in the office or home, he concludes, 
a nurse or other witness should in- 
variably be present. 

The first American physician to confine 
his practice exclusively to children’s 
diseases was Dr. Thomas W. Rotch (1849 
to 1914). 


While I was dealing with the Insurance 
Act I had much to do with doctors. I 
found them unreasonable and unruly. 
They are always changing their opin- 
ions. They always have some new fad.— 
David Lloyd George, founder of Britain’s 
sickness insurance system. 

At a certain convention, a surgeon re- 
ported on twenty cases of an operation 
for which he had developed a new tech- 
nique. A local reporter who heard the 
paper failed to understand it. Later, in 
the corridor, he snagged a passing doc- 
tor and asked him to explain it. The 
doctor did so, adding significantly: 

“You may not know this, but within 
two weeks every one of those twenty pa- 
tients was in a state of euphoria.” 

“My God!” mumbled the reporter, 
walking off. “And to think I almost 
gave that phony a story.” 

On the pressroom table, Steadman re- 
mained unopened. 









A Non-Depressing Utero-Ovarian 
SEDATIVE and ANODYNE 


Relieves menstrual pain without pro- 
ducing an hypnotic effect. Indicated in 
dysmenorrhea, ovarian neuralgia; to 
control the after pains of labor and 
relieve other female disorders. Samples 
of Menstrulletts will be furnished upon 
request. 


JENKINS LABORATORIES, INC. 
27-29 Clark Street, Auburn, New York 
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... IS more than a 


Symptomatic relief is not suf- 
ficient for the control of chronic 
constipation. Adequate treat- 
ment is corrective rather than 
palliative. 

By softening the fecal mass 
and aiding Nature in the elimi- 
native process, Kondremul fits 
well in your plan of corrective 
therapy. 


KONDREMUL 


is a fine emulsion, unusually re- 
sistant to breakdown from en- 
zymes and body heat. It mixes 
well with the contents of the 


symptom 


bowel, and stays mixed until ex- 

pulsion, as demonstrated by 

microscopic examination of a 

Kondremul stool. 

The three forms of Kondremul 
permit a gradation of treatment 
sufficient for all types of consti- 
pation: 

KONDREMUL Plain—A _ palatable emulsion 
containing 55% mineral oil, in which 
Irish Moss (chondrus crispus) is used 
as an emulsifying agent. 

KONDREMUL with Extract of Cascara— 
adds the tonic laxative effect of non-bit 
ter extract of cascara to Kondremul 

KONDREMUL with Phenolphthalein-—Con 


tains 2.2 gr. Phenolphthalein per table 
spoonful of Kondremul 


THE E. L. PATCH COMPANY 


Boston, Mass. 





THE E. L. PATCH COMPANY 
Stoneham P. 0., Boston, Mass. Dept. M 


+] 


Gentlemen: Please send me _ clinical 

bottle of 

~-] KONDREMUL (Plain) 

7] KONDREMUL (with Phenolphthalein) 

] KONDREMUL (with extract of Cascara) 
(Mark preference) 
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ow Mustard Baths achieve 


prolonged effects 











PHOTOMICROGRAPH A-TO THE 
RIGHT: SUBJECTS. C. Photo- 
micrograph showing capil- 
laries of skin of arm before 
mustard bath, 


HAT mustard baths may have 
prolonged effects in dilatation 


of capillaries, arterioles and venules 
is shown in the accompanying photo- 
micrographs, made during experi- 
mental studies of effects of mustard 
on the peripheral vascular system, 

A female subject (S. C.) was util- 
ized as experimental subject. Con- 
trol photomicrograph of peripheral 
capillaries (A) was taken in the 
region of the anterior surface of the 
proximal third of the forearm, an 
area very sensitive to irritants. The 


arm was then immersed in a mustard 


Colman’s Mustard 





PHOTOMICROGRAPH B—TO THE LEFT: 
SUBJECT S. C. Note dilatation of capil- 
laries of skin of arm 51% hours after 45 
minutes’ immersion in mustard bath 
containing 6 grams mustard per liter. 


bath containing 6 grams mustard per 
liter for 45 minutes, and although 
the temperature of the bath was 
maintained at 40° C., no stasis of 
blood in the peripheral vessels was 
observed. 

Capillary photomicrograph (B) 
was taken 51% hours after removal 
of the arm from the bath. Even after 
5% hours the capillaries are mark- 
edly dilated and, as observed through 
the capillary microscope, the rate of 
blood flow through the vessels was 
increased over that observed in the 
control tests, 


ATLANTIS SALES CORP; 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
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The doctor’s investment problem, 
like Gaul, is divided roughly into 
three parts, or objectives: 








1. Capital conservation. 

2. Liberal income yield. 

3. Capital growth. 

The first implies maximum safe- 
| ty, but with low interest return and 
little prospect of capital apprecia- 
tion. The second implies a liberal 
interest return, but with only mod- 
erate safety and moderate capital 
growth. The third may measurably 
increase your principal, and your 
income from it, but involves a 
greater element of risk. 

Each of these objectives—stabil- 
ity, income yield, and capital growth 
—is desirable. A successful invest- 
ment program usually incorporates 
all three. For example: Twenty- 
five per cent of an investment fund 
may be dedicated to capital con- 
servation, 25 per cent to liberal in- 
come yield, and 50 per cent to cap- 
ital growth. 





CAPITAL CONSERVATION 

Under this heading come the se- 
curities in which savings banks, in- 
surance companies, and trust funds 
are required by law to place their 
funds. They include triple-A (the 
best) mortgage bonds of railroads, 
industrial corporations, public u- 
tilities, and some States and cities; 
also, U.S. Government bonds and 
_ US. Treasury notes.* Savings-bank 
| deposits are included, too; for they, 





r 


Investors’ Clinie 


What you should know about the tripod on which 


every sound investment program stands 


likewise, are investments, giving 
maximum safety, but an interest re- 
turn of only 2 to 24% per cent. 

The virtues of capital-conserv- 
ing investments are several. First, 
you're as sure of getting your mon- 
ey back as one can be in a world 
where only death and taxes are re- 
garded as absolute certainties. Sec- 
ond, you can turn investments of 
this type into ready cash on short 
notice. Third, your chances of re- 
ceiving a small profit are good; of 
taking a loss, negligible. 

To meet situations such as ill- 
ness or immediate business oppor- 
tunity, where money isneeded quick- 
ly, capital-conserving investments 
are essential. Every physician 
should have at least part of his 
money invested in them. 

INCOME YIELD 

Typical good-income-yield invest- 
ments are (1) selected preferred 
shares and (2) corporation bonds 
that rank slightly below the top- 
most securities in the capital-con- 
servation group. 

Interest on such securities now 
averages from 514 to 514 per cent. 
Which is a good return in these 
days of “cheap money” (i.e., low 
interest rates). They are not quite 
as safe as capital-conserving secur- 
ities; nor can you always turn them 





*The same as bonds except that they ma- 
ture within three years, while bonds have 
longer tenure. 





into cash as readily. But they do as- 
sure a reasonably secure and steady 
income; and perhaps one that will 
increase. 


CAPITAL GROWTH 

Of the three types of investments, 
capital-growth securities are the 
most uncertain. This is the field of 
the common share, of stocks which 
hold out the speculative prospect 
of appreciating in value over the 
years. Not all of them make good; 
but many do—for example, the 
shares of the old Standard Oil Com- 
pany before its dissolution, which 
have multiplied from twenty-five 
to thirty times over. 

The common-share holder is, of 
course, a part owner of a business. 
When the business grows and pros- 
pers, he receives his proportionate 
slice of the profits. The bondhold- 
er, on the other hand, is a creditor; 
he does not share in the profits. 

Inselecting capital-growthshares, 
it is important to remember that 
corporations and industries, like in- 
dividuals, have a definite life cycle. 
Born into the business world, they 
experience growth, maturity, and 
decadence. 

Moreover, the fate of any cor- 
poration is bound up inexorably 
with the welfare of the particular 
industry it serves. A dying indus- 
try is certain, sooner or later, to 
lay its clammy hand on every cor- 
poration engaged in its field. 

Better placed are shares of com- 
panies in a mature industry. For 
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strong companies in well-estab. 
lished industries may thrive for cen. 
turies. Nevertheless, their possibil- 
ities for future growth are practi- 
cally nil. 

Only in the growing industries 
are prospects bright for increasing 
future earnings. Here you'll find 
the really attractive capital-growth 
shares. 

Among the mature industries to- 
day are steel, copper, public utili- 
ties, oil, building (though it is go- 
ing ahead rapidly this year), can- 
manufacturing, fruit-packing, to- 
bacco, department stores, chain 
stores, motion pictures, and textile 
manufacturing. 

In the decadent classification are 
meat-packing, woolens, some food 
products, coal and a few of the 
railroads. 

Growing and possessing capital 
growth are chemicals, drugs, air- 
plane manufacturing (keep away 
from the airlines until Government 
policy clarifies), glass, paint, car- 
bon, gypsum, nickel, automobiles, 
machine tools, office equipment 
(e.g., typewriters, adding machines, 
etc.), and the industrial loan (not 
personal loan) businesses. 





Letters to a secretary 
[Continued from page 34] 


friendly fashion. Smile. Be cordial. 

Obvious? Yes. But how often 
it’s neglected! How often the poor 
patient, below par physically, leaves 
the office with the subconscious 





MINERALS and VITAMINS .... Balanced 


Needed in SU MMER as well as WINTER 


BOTH 


Often Low in 
Average Diet 


BOTH 


Supplied by ... 


U.S. VITAMIN CORP. 239 "est $3¢ %- 


New York, 
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Horlick’s 


for 


Infant Feeding 


Where artificial feeding is neces- 
sary, you will find that Horlick’s, 
the Original Malted Milk, offers the 
advantages of soft, low tension 
curds, and easily assimilated carbo- 
hydrates. 

Horlick’s provides nutriment ex- 
tracted from wheat and malted 
barley, enzyme hydrolized and then 
combined with full-cream milk from 
tuberculin-tested herds in such a 
manner as to modify the milk. 
Horlick’s contains calcium and 
phosphorous, and is found to be a 
good source of vitamins A, B and 
G. Materials are processed in vacu- 
um at controlled low temperatures 
to protect the natural vitamins of 
milk and grain. 

Horlick’s is delicious, easily di- 
gested and nutritious. Write (on 
your professional stationery) to 
Horlick’s Malted Milk Corp., Dept. 
ME-7, Racine, Wis., for a trial sup- 


HORLICK'S 


The Original Malted Milk 
Now At New Low Prices! 








PUT YOUR 
CARDIAC CASES ON 


Orginin 











and be assured of 
Maximum Results with a 
Minimum of Intolerance 


URGININ (standardized glucosides of 

Urginea maritima) is a cardiotonic of 

demonstrated value in the treatment of: 

Auricular Fibrillation 
Auricular Flutter 
Myocardial Insufficiencies 

Decompensation 

Anasarca from Cardiovascular Renal 

Disorders 
Milder Cardiac Embarrassments 
Send for clinical sample with literature 


Rep US “alec Pa Of. 


Pharmaceutical Division 
The CALCO CHEMICAL COMPANY, Inc. 
Bound Brook, New Jersey 
(A Division of American Cyanamid Company) 
Please send me a clinical supply of Urginin 
Tablets with literature. 





ME-6 
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impression that he wasn’t liked! 
So send him away happy. He'll 
feel grateful, aad it won't do you 
any harm either. 

We now come to class three of 
our public: visiting doctors. 

Any physician who calls is sup- 
posed to be Dr. Barry’s peer. His 
time, it is assumed, is fully as val- 
uable. Consequently, he must never 
be kept waiting. 

He should be greeted, in fact, 
with an extra shade of cordiality 
and respect. As soon as he gives 
you his name, carry it to Dr. Barry. 
Then return immediately and usher 
him into one of the private rooms. 
There Dr. Barry will join him as 
soon as it is humanly possible. 

Of course, there are some excep- 
tions to this rule. But they are few. 
It is best to err on the courteous 
side. 

Next, you have representatives 
of pharmaceutical houses, instru- 
ment manufacturers, and medical- 
book publishers. 

Searcely a day passes without 
one of these cheerful gentlemen 
asking to see the doctor. They have 
a perfect right in your reception 
room and are not to be treated as 
ordinary salesmen. Always have a 
ready welcome for them. They are 
doing necessary work and _ their 


suggestions and new ideas are of. 
ten of great help to the doctor, 
They are invariably considerate of 
his time and never stay longer than 
a few minutes. They go everywhere 
and their good-will is valuable. 

If the doctor has time he should 
see them. If he is actually too busy 
they will understand and depart 
without argument to return another 
day. Always be tactful and courte. 
ous in dismissing them. 

Nor must we overlook the doc. 
tor’s relatives and personal friends, 

These are occasionally a prob 
lem, I'll admit. They often come 
breezing in, expecting to see the 
doctor at once, no matter how busy 
he is, thus upsetting your carefull) 
prepared program. 

But don’t let this annoy you. Be 
as gracious and sweet to them as if 
they were your own friends (and 
before long they will be). 

Tell the doctor at once that they 
are waiting. If he chooses to sit 
chatting with them for half «n hour 
while you do your level best to 
keep the reception room calm— 
well, that is his privilege. If he 
says brusquely, “Throw them out,” 
or “Let them wait,” you must trans- 
late the message into a more flatter- 
ing form. 

Of course, his wife and mother 
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Write for Booklet No. 3 


R. J. STRASENBURGH CO. 
Rochester, N. Y. 


Pharmaceutical Chemista Since 1886 





VEN-APIS is prepared and 
standardized under U. S. Dept. 
of Public Health licenses. Painless, 
efficacious and well-tolerated. Being 
used by leading clinics and institu- 


—For Arthritis 
and Neuralgias 





VEN -APIS 
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With Eudicaine Ointment you can now give your patients prolonged relief from | 
uu. Be itching due to irritated nerve endings as in pruritis ani et vulvae. 
| as Il 


Eudicaine Ointment is indicated as relief only in this truly “incapacitating and 
(and nerve-racking disease”—severe cases may require radical curative therapy. 
The use of Eudicaine Ointment is also indicated in cases of hemorrhoids, dry | 





they ezema and chapping as well as other skin irritations such as insect bites, super- 
to sit |icial burns and sunburn. 
hour | tes prolonged anti-pruritic, desensitizing action is attributable to benzocaine, 
‘St l0 Ithe slow solubility and absorption of which not only makes its effect more last- | 
Im— ng but also renders it safer for use on mucous surfaces, ulcers and open wounds. 
If he Eudicaine Ointment contains 3% of benzocaine (Ethylaminobenzoate, U.S.P.) 
out, Jina soothing ointment base which also contains menthol, balsam peru, titanium 
Tans: |dioxide and phenylmercuric acetate. Hence, this ointment is antiseptic as well 
attel- | as analgesic, making its use permissible on open wounds without danger of 
infection. 
other} When pruritis is due to excess acid, as in urticaria, the use of GE7 Carbon- 
— ]ates Compound, an effervescent alkalizer, ia conjunction with Eudicaine Oint- 
iti ment aids in allaying the itching more effectively. 
© 7 Responsible physicians everywhere find in Eudi- Liggett and Owl Stores are also Rexall Stores. 
j1as caine Ointment additional proof of quality and These 10,000 stores are ready to fill your pre- 
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manufacturing care which goes into every prod- 
ut of one of America’s finest pharmaceutical 
laboratories. 

Available only at Rexall Stores in the United 
States, Canada, and throughout the world. 





scription to the letter with any standard product, 
including U.D. fine chemicals and pharmaceu- 
ticals produced for them by the United Drug 
Company in its spacious, modern laboratories. 





UNITED DRUG COMPANY - 


Specify “UD” and save with safety 
BOSTON 


CHICAGO « ST. LOUIS * SAN FRANCISCO « ATLANTA #« NOTTINGHAM # TORONTO 
Pharmaceutical Chemists—Makers of tested-quality products for more than 36 years 
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should never be kept waiting. But, 
to do them justice, they are the 
most understanding of all and the 
least apt to take his time from his 
patients. To them you will always 
give the same devoted attention you 
give to Dr. Barry himself. 

Under “miscellaneous” may be 
grouped those people whom you 
practically never allow to get to the 
doctor: necktie salesmen, automo- 
bile club solicitors, and peddlers. 

Nor must you waste your own 
time with them. Can you imagine 
anything more unprofessional than 
for a doctor’s secretary to permit a 
silk-stocking salesman to spread his 
wares over her desk? 

Of course, in these troubled times, 
when to hold a good job is a privi- 
lege which puts you in the upper 
third, you must be especially care- 
ful not to treat unkindly those who 
are trying to make an honest living. 
You can always say that the doctor 
is too busy to see them; and, for 
yourself, that “I am not in a posi- 
tion to do any buying just now, 
and cannot even discuss it with you. 
for my time is not my own.” 

Never be sharp or sarcastic, or 
lose your temper; for that is to 
lose control of the situation. Such 
conduct would reduce your own ef- 
ficiency for several hours, and what 
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harm it might do to the other hu. 
man beings’ ego we have no way 
of estimating. You can dismiss them 
firmly, but kindly, too. 

Follow these simple suggestions 
and you will soon be presiding over 
your little court in grace and har. 
mony. 





Sincerely, 
Myrna Chase 





At the Wagner Bill hearings 
[Continued from page 26) 


be made now to establish compul- 
sory health insurance. Nor, he 
added, would there be any Federal 
payroll taxes; the idea being to pay 
for the project out of the Govern- 
ment’s “general funds.” 

“You realize that the general 
funds are low?” Ellender parried. 

Wagner swept this aside. 

“The cost,” he said, “is insignifi- 
cant.” 

* xe * 

A.M.A. Trustee Chairman Arthur 
W. Booth, who started to testify 
for the profession, was converted 
into an ideal witness for the oppo- 
sition as LaFollette and Wagner 
went after him hammer and tongs. 
Sample dialogue: 

LaFollette: “What would you 
eliminate [from the bill] ?” 
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today for free book of arrange- 
ments in full color. 
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Every mail brings enthusiastic letters 
from doctors and requests for copies 
of this simplified Low Calorie Diet. 
And no wonder! With this Diet, your 
patient can choose her own menus — 
eat the food she likes —and lose about 
\, pound a day, safely and sanely. 
Clearly and simply, the Diet states 
the foods and the quantities to be eaten 
at each meal. You'll be amazed at the 
variety it offers. That’s one secret of 
its success, Another is Ry-Krisp. Each 


RY-KRISP Whole Rye Wafers 


“THANK YOU FOR <7, 
Leducng Wer 
SO EASY FOR PATIENTS TO FOLLOW 


that it’s really effective in losing weight” 


wafer contains only 20 calories and 
yet is high in appetite appeal. Its deli- 
cious flavor naturally encourages close 
adherence to the Diet. 

Each copy provides space for your 
patient’s name, date, your personal in- 
structions and signature, and chart for 
recording weight lost. Copies of this 
unusually successful Low Calorie Diet, 
and samples of Ry-Krisp are yours, 
free, for the asking. Simply use the 
coupon below. 





RALSTON PURINA CO., Dept. ME, 3005 Checkerboard Sq., St. Louis, Mo. 


Without obligation, please send me samples of Ry-Krisp 
and copies of the Ry-Krisp Low Calorie Diet. 


Name M.D. Address 








Gity ___ State 





(This offer limited to residents of the United States and Canada) 
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PROTECT AGAINST 
TONSILLECTOMY 
BLEEDING. 








Four drams of 
Ceanothyn an 
hour prior to 
tonsillectomy, followed in 30 
minutes by a similar dose, is 
a safe and effective prophy- 
lactic measure against post- 
operative capillary hemor- 
rhage. 

Ceanothyn is non-toxic and 
is standardized orally for 
effect on the coagulation 
mechanism. 


CEANOTHYN 


is an extract of Ceanothus 
americanus, containing the 
alkaloids in uniform solution 
(alcohol 10%). 


INDICATIONS 


Menorrhagia, Metrorrhagia 
Epistaxis 
Hematemesis, Hemoptysis 
Postoperative Bleeding 
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FLINT, EATON & COMPANY 


DECATUk ILLINOIS 











Booth: “All that veers toward 
compulsory health insurance.” 

LaFollette: “What else would 
you eliminate?” 

Booth: “I have not read_ the 
bill [!]” 

LaFollette: “I notice you have 
made criticisms of the bill. Are vou 
prepared to tell us how the bill 
should be changed?” 

Booth: “I cannot speak for the 
House of Delegates until they meet.” 

Wagner: “You are aware that 
the New York constitutional con- 
vention referred an amendment to 
the voters, asking whether they 
would empower the legislature to 
enact compulsory health insurance? 
The voters approved the idea.” 

Booth: “We believe the people 
do not know what is best for 
them [!]” 

Ellender: “Please point out how 
this bill leads to compulsory health 
insurance.” 

Booth: “This bill leads directly 
to it.” 

LaFollette: “How can you saj 
that when you haven’t read _ the 
bill?” 

Wagner: “I suppose if you could 
appoint the official to guide the 
administration of this bill you'd 
be for it.” 

Booth: “In some ways I would. 
I believe it’s veering toward state 
medicine.” 

Wagner: “Where? What para- 
graph?~ 

Booth: “There’s no specific par- 
agraph. The whole bill does. We're 
afraid of it.” 

Wagner: “You're afraid of me?” 

Booth: “No. I’m not afraid of 
you. I’m proud of my representa- 
tive in the Senate.” 

Ellender : “You folks [the A.M.A. 


delegation] better sit down and 
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study this bill and make up your 
minds that it’s coming sooner or 
later and give us the benefit of 
your suggestions.” 


* * * 


While the rival labor factions both 
approved the bill, they still had 
several complaints. 

The CIO groused about the ab- 
sence of specific provisions for 
compulsory health insurance. The 
AF of L wanted any national health 
program to be run largely by the 
Department of Labor. 


* * * 


With practically all of organized 
medicine against the Wagner bill, 
a notable exception turned up in 
the American Academy of Pedia- 
trics. Reporting on a vote of State 
chairmen of the organization, Dr. 
Clifford O. Grulee, A.A.P. secre- 
tary, disclosed that, of thirty-five 
ballots, twenty-nine favored the 
legislation, three were doubtful, 
and only three were opposed. 


* * * 


On behalf of the National (Negro) 
Medical Association, President 
George W. Bowles asked the same 
compensation for Negro physicians 
under any national health pro- 
gram as for their white colleagues. 
He also urged that Negroes be ap- 
pointed to responsible executive po- 
sitions in the contemplated health- 
insurance administration. 


* * *% 


Morris A. Bealle, author of “Medi- 
cal Mussolini,” was on hand, he 
claimed, to represent the chiro- 
practors, naturopaths, and Chris- 
tian Scientists. He informed the 
committee that: “Eighty-five per 
cent of the people in those sections 
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Tissue shrinkage 
with soothing relief 


" HAY FEVER 





|, nl mucoperiosteal con- 
gestion—the most distressing 
symptom of hay fever—may 
be given effective vasocon- 
strictive treatment in espe- 
cially pleasing form by the use 
of Pineoleum with Ephedrine. 
Besides ephedrine, Pineole- 
um’s classic formula provides 
camphor, menthol, eucalyptus, 
pine needle oil, and oil of cas- 
sia in aliquid petrolatum base. 

By astringency, sedation, 
stimulation and mild antisep- 
sis, Pineoleum brings in- 
creased patient comfort to 
ephedrine medication. Send 
for trial supply. 


THE PINEOLEUM COMPANY 


6 BRIDGE STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 


PINEOLEUM 


WITH 
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curate figures prefer drugless doc- 


” 
tors. 
* * + 


Dr. R. G. Leland, director of the 
A.M.A. Bureau of Medical Eco- 
nomics, proved a weak witness. 
After presenting statistics to show 
that the need for the Wagner Bill 
had been exaggerated, he undid 
many of the points he had made, 
in the quiz that followed. 

“In some agricultural States, 
there’s a serious deficiency [of med- 
ical care],” Senator Murray sug- 
gested to him. 

Dr. Leland said he was not pre- 
pared to discuss that. 

Senator Ellender then observed 
that if patients had the money, the 
empty hospital beds described by 
Dr. Leland would be filled. 

Dr. Leland indicated that he was 
not able to discuss that, either. 

Senator Wagner wanted to know 
if the A.M.A. had received a re- 
port that only 44,000 persons in 
the United States need and can’t 
obtain medical care. 

Dr. Leland said he was unwill- 
ing to vouch unqualifiedly for the 
study’s accuracy. 

“Would the A.M.A. submit an 
alternative plan to the Wagner Bill 
if asked to do so?” inquired Sena- 
tor Taft. 

“No,” Dr. Leland answered, 
“we're not in the business of draft- 


ing laws. 
* * * 


Questioners found Dr. Haven Em- 











guy #1939 


erson, of the Columbia College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, a hardier 
customer. When Senator Wagner 
tried to claim that child-welfare 
and maternal-health grants under 
the Social Security Act had pro 
duced results, Emerson corrected 
him: “There has been an uninter- 
rupted improvement in child health, 
It would have continued regardless 
of Federal intervention.” 

Under the Wagner Bill, Emerson 
predicted, States would rush to get 
money, whether they needed it or 
not. 

“If forty-eight State health off- 
cers are told they can get more 
funds for salaries by coming to 
Washington and asking for it,” he 
said, “they'll naturally all come.” 

Wagner headed away from this 
unpleasant side issue. 

“If health insurance were in this 
bill.” he asked, “would you be for 
it?” 

“It would add one more nail to 
its coffin,” countered the v.per- 
turbed Dr. Emerson. 

—J. C. MORRISON 





Location tips 


A free service to M.D.’s seeking 
places in which to practice 


An up-to-date list of towns in which 
physicians have just died is com- 
piled each month by MEDICAL ECO- 
nomics. A copy of the current list 


SEDUCES BLOOD PRESSURE 


Sample and Formula on Request 


RELIEVES THE SYMPTOMS 


ANGLO-FRENCH DRUG CO. (U.S.A.) Inc., 1270 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
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Special Care for the Growing Child 


The growing child deserves special dietary consideration to 
compensate for his exceptional requirements for strength and 
energy. As a supplement to the regular diet, Neobovinine 
with Malt ana Iron provides liver, iron and mineral salts 
essential to normal growth and development. Prescribe 
it for children of school ages. Its nutritional properties 


especially indicate its use in cases of dietary deficiency. 


THE BOVININE COMPANY e¢ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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Bedside light switch 


saves ‘midnight nerves’ 


is now available on request. 

Shown with the list is the popu- 
lation of each town, the number of 
physicians there, the specialty (if 
any) of the deceased, and the hos- 
pital facilities available. 

The death of a physician (only 
active, private practitioners are 
considered) does not, of course, 
guarantee a vacancy for another 
doctor. But openings are created in 
a sufficient number of towns so that 
they amply merit investigation. 

Only those communities are in- 
cluded in the list which have less 
than 50,000 inhabitants and in 
which the ratio of physicians to 
population is reasonably favor- 
able. 

Names of some of these towns 
are submitted by cooperative doe- 
tors and laymen. In most cases, 
however, they are obtained from 
MEDICAL ECONOMICS’ post-office 
returns (returned copies marked 
“deceased”). They thus constitute 
the most complete and timely list 
available anywhere, due to the 
magazine’s comprehensive circula- 
tion (more than 130,000 monthly ). 

NOTE: Readers are cordially in- 
vited to submit names of towns in 
which vacancies for doctors have 
occurred. Address them to MEDI- 
CAL EcoNoMICcsS, Rutherford, N.J. 


Being aroused in the middle of the 
night is bad enough. But for the 
physician with a home-office, tw 
things make it unbearable. 

One is the _insistently-ringing 
doorbell which awakens the entire 
household before you can get down. 
stairs. The other is returning from 
a wee-small-hours call and putting 
the car in the garage—only to find 
a note from your wife that sends 
you out on another call. 

To cut down on this nervous 
wear and tear, I’ve installed a 
double electric-light switch at my 
bedside. With it I can control 
separately or together—both the 
front-porch light and my illumi 
nated shingle. 

Now, patients who ring late a 
night are answered immediately 
When the switch-controlied light 
go on, callers invariably stop ring 
ing, assured that I’m coming. 

And should a second call be re 
ceived while I’m out on a nigh 
visit, my wife merely lights th 
shingle from the bedside switch 
This tells me not to put the ca 
in the garage.—ARTHUR D. H. UY 
GER, M.D., Point Marion, Pa. 

















SUNBURN YIELDS 


The pain and discomfort of sunburn are quickly 
controlled by KI-UMA Ointment. Its unique base 
and its newly developed salicylic acid ester allay 
inflammation and pain, and favor prompt healing of 
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lor Betahed 
peristaltic WOES 


In atonic constipation, slow, weak peristaltic waves con- 
siderably retard the movement of residue through the 
intestines. Desiccation and impaction sometimes occur. 
Definite relief is usually afforded by salines. 


Sal Flepatica 


resembles, in its action, famous natural mineral spring 
waters. It helps to bring to the intestines sufficient liquid 
bulk to gently stimulate peristaltic waves and thus rid 
the colon of undesirable waste. Its mineral salts combat 
gastric hyperacidity. Sal Hepatica also stimulates bile 
flow from both liver and gall bladder. In- 


} re) creasing steadily is the professional rec- 
“a . ea . 
| Stam: ommendation of Sal Hepatica...Samples 







and literature upon request. 


Sal Hepatica Flushes the Intes- 
tinal Tract and Aids Nature Toward Re- 
establishing a Normal Alkaline Reserve 
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ISTOL-MYERS CO., 19-11 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Lift Helium Ban 


Although their Governments are de- 
nied American helium for “military 
purposes,” foreign doctors may again 
obtain this gas for medical use, an- 
nounces Harold Ickes. 

In the interests of international 
scientific research, the Secretary of 
the Interior discloses, he has accept- 
ed a Board of Munitions Control rec- 
ommendation that he partially lift 
his ban on exports of helium. Under 
the new ruling, foreign sales are 
limited to 500,000 cubic feet annual- 
ly. Germany previously had sought 
18.000.000 cubic feet. 


Therapy or Television ? 

If the Federal Communications Com- 
mission relents in its drive to restrict 
the use of electro-medical equipment. 
it may be due to the efforts of Dr. 
Frank H. Krusen, president of the 
American Congress of Physical Ther- 
apy. 

In a dramatic plea to the Govern- 
ment, Dr. Krusen has asked another 
solution of the problem of radio and 
television “interference.” A conden- 
sation of his remarks follows: 

“T feel I am voicing the opinion of 
all physicians. Any curtailment of the 
use of high-frequency electrical ener- 
gies in treatment would prevent the 
saving of many lives. Electrical cur- 
rents were used in medicine long be- 
fore they were used in communica- 
tion. If priority is of any significance, 
the medical man has it. 

“There are 30,000 to 40,000 short- 
wave diathermy devices in the posses- 





sion of physicians in this country 
Between $15.000.000 and $25,000,000 
are invested in medical diathermy 
equipment. Relief for pain and suf. 
fering involves 300,000 patients daily, 
or 90,000,000 treatments per year. 

“The SOS takes precedence over 
other communications. Likewise, each 
interfering diathermy sound may be 
a life and death matter. Are life. 
saving measures to be weighed in the 
balance with amusement? 

“We physicians want to cooperate. 
But health comes first.” 


No Third Term? 


If President Roosevelt's National 
Health Program can be blocked un- 
til the end of his second term, it may 
never go through. For, according to 
former A.M.A. President E. H. Cary, 
che President’s health will prevent a 
third-term incumbency. 

Addressing the Baylor (Texas) 
University Medical School graduat- 
ing class, Dr. Cary predicted: 

“He has sagging muscles and is a 
whipped-out man. I sat across a desk 
and talked to the President, and | 
know. It'll be a real job if he finishes 
his present term in good condition.” 

Vice-President Garner, on the oth- 
er hand, Dr. Cary told the Texans. is 
in excellent shape. 































Olson Bill Whipped 


Defeated by a 41-to-33 vote in the 
State Assembly, California’s proposed 
compulsory health insurance legisla 
tion may pop back as an “initiative” 
measure. Petitions asking this step, 
it is reported, are already being cit 
culated by proponents of the pana 
cea. 

Nevertheless, California physicians 
are congratulating themselves that the 
tide has turned in their favor. Ab 
though it was presented as a tricky 
amendment that would have taken the 
“heat” off assemblymen by placing 
the bill on the 1940 election ballot, 
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the measure was crushed premature- 
ly as the opposition broke party lines 
to vote it down. 

The press shared in the general 
jubilation. Typical comment was that 
of The St. Helena Star: 

“The compulsory health insurance 
bill has fallen on evil days. We heart- 
ily rejoice.” 

Sadder to observe were the politi- 
cal maneuvers by which the admin- 
istration had tried to jam the meas- 
ure through. 

When Bishop Armstrong came from 
Oakland to discuss the bill on behalf 
of thousands of California Catholics, 
Governor Olson mysteriously disap- 
peared, although the Bishop had an 
appointment. 

To win over enough of the opposi- 
tion for a victory, Assemblyman Ben 
Rosenthal, one of the bill’s authors, 
submitted a number of amendments, 
which were approved. They exempted 
agricultural workers, domestics, pub- 
lic employees, and Christian Scientists 
from the legislation. and would have 
presented patients earning over $3,- 
000 a year with funds to purchase 
private care. 

There of the 
solicitation of votes for the bill as a 
political “favor.” Assemblyman Sam 
Heisinger, of Fresno, confessed: 

“IT knew the bill would be killed. 
So I voted for it to help out the boys. 
The farmers are against it. My peo- 
ple are against it. But my vote didn’t 
do any harm, and I kept my promise.” 


was evidence, too, 






















Another Olson proposal that may 
reappear is a constitutional amend. 
ment proposed by State Senators Car 
ter, Law, Keating, and Foley. It would 
remove civil service protection from 
any office-holder “who is the holder 
of a physician’s certificate.” This, it 
is pointed out, would enable the Ol. § 
son machine to fill medical positions § 
with political jobholders on a whole. 
sale scale. 


Narcotics Quiz Opens 


Swooping down on Los Angeles, Paul 
E. Madden, chief officer of the Cali- 
fornia Narcotics Enforcement Bur§f 
eau, has threatened to haul “all dood 
tors involved” before the bureau forfl 
“a fair and impartial hearing” s0 he 
can find out what is wrong with the 
city’s narcotics situation. 

“T am convinced there is a reguk 
epidemic of forged prescriptions,” hé 
declared. “Addicts and peddlers 
forging prescriptions of legitimatedoe 
tors.” 

Madden is also convinced that the 
Los Angeles Health Depar*nent has 
“issued, through official channels, 
tremendous amount of drugs over th 
quantities shown in the department 
records as having been purchased.” 

As evidence, he cites a soiled an 
tattered notebook that allegedly cor 
tains all the narcotics records of th 
department from 1931 to 1938. Writ Patt 
ten variously in pencil, ink, and crayfreens a 
on, these entries, according to Madhnble, s 
— . —Bealer we 
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den, show that only 25 one-quarter 
grains of morphine sulphate and a 
similar amount of codeine sulphate 
were purchased. Against this, he points 
out, dispensing records show that, 
from 1931 to 1933, 6,820 one-quarter 
grains of morphine and 1,830 one- 
quarter grains of codeine were dis- 
tributed by the department to physi- 
cians. 


. . 
Emergency Call 

Somewhere, Dr. Siegmund Hirschfeld 
has a patient whose fate he does not 
know. Nor does he particularly care. 
Dr. Hirschfeld calls him “a man who 
doesn’t deserve to live.” Even though, 
he adds, “I did my best to save his 
life.” 

The case began with an emergency 
call from a Chicago address. Answer- 
ing it, Dr. Hirschfeld was met by a 
“blonde young woman” and a “red- 
haired man.” Shoving a revolver into 
his back, they led him to a dingy 
room where a man lay with a bullet 
wound in his abdomen. 

Then began what Dr. Hirschfeld 
calls “the most difficult task in my 
career.” As he describes it: 

“T worked with a razor blade as a 
scalpel . .. under the deceptive glow 
of a bridge lamp. Behind me stood a 
man with a gun pointed at my back. 
I knew he would fire if I faltered or 
if the life in my patient flickered out. 
I had no anesthesia .. . I finally re- 
moved the bullet near the man’s spine. 
I don’t see how he stood it. The pain 
must have been terrific. But he didn’t 
faint .. . He even tried to walk out 
unaided. I never saw such endurance. 
He collapsed on the floor. His com- 
panions carried him the remainder of 
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the way. I waited fifteen minutes and 
summoned the police.” 
Police found the patient gone; Dr, 


Hirschfeld “cold and shaken.” 


Panel Fees Cut Again 

San Francisco’s compulsory health in 
surance project for municipal em. 
ployees continues to survive by slash 
ing payments to its panel doctors. A 
third successive month of cuts has 
reduced physicians’ compensation to 
fifty cents per dollar of service ren 
dered. 

Meanwhile, charges of maladmin 
istration brought by the panelites a 
gainst Dr. W. B. Coffey, the project's 
$1,000-a-month director, have not been 
satisfactorily answered. Chester Row- 
ell, compulsory health insurance agi- 
tator, has declared in a public state- 
ment that the physicians themselves 
chose Coffey as their leader. Rowell’s 
statement brought a speedy denial 
from Dr. Harold A. Fletcher. Writ 
ing in The San Francisco Chronicle. 
Dr. Fletcher said: 

“This is far from the truth. Coffey 
was chosen by a few men interested 
in ‘putting the plan over’ . . . Neither 
he nor his plan was chosen by the 
doctors or the county medical socie 
ty.” 


Surgeons’ Shrine 
Four years ago, the Danville (Ky.) 
office where Dr. Ephraim McDowell 
in 1809 performed the first successful 
ovariotomy, was a Negro barber shop. 
Today, restored to its original beau- 
ty, it is medicine’s newest national 
shrine. 
The transformation was effected 
largely through the efforts of the Ken 
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COME QUICK, DOCTOR- 
YOUR DAUGHTER’S WORSE! 


T was 44 years ago that Dr. William More Decker rushed home to answer 

an emergency call from his own family. His baby daughter, ill witha serious 
gastro-intestinal disorder, was much worse. The doctor was deeply disturbed. 
He was convinced that this ailment, like similar cases he had observed, 
had been caused by dirty nursing equipment. But if nursing bottles couldn’t 
be kept clean in his own family, what could he expect from other patients? 
Suddenly he had a thought. Why did bottles have to be made so very hard 
to wash? Why not a wide-mouth bottle easily kept clean and safe? Thus was 
invented and patented the Hygeia Nursing Bottle and with it the Hygeia 
natural breast-shaped Nipple. 
During all the 18 years that Dr. Decker practised he insisted upon proper 
medical care before and after childbirth. Through his influence every 
Hygeia advertisement today—millions each month— in nearly every nation- 
ally-known magazine—tells women to ask a doctor's 
advice. And in return thousands of doctors recom- 
mend Hygeia equipment at every opportunity. Hygeia 
Nursing Bottle Co., Inc., 197 Van Rensselaer St., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 









Special offer to hospitals. Hospitals may 
now buy Hygeia Bottles and Nipples at approx- 
imately the same cost as ordinary equipment. 


HYGEIA 





the fe 


NURSING BOTTLE AND NIPPLE 











tucky Medical Society, which pur- 
chased the building in 1935. The State 
Department of Conservation and the 
WPA spent $35,000 to restore it. 

The refurbished McDowell home 
was dedicated recently by Dr. Irvin 
Abell. Hundreds of surgeons attend- 
ed the ceremony. 


Doctors of Politics? 

Doctors are needed in politics, ac- 
cording to Minnesota’s Governor Har- 
old E. Stassen. Addressing the State 
Medical Association’s annual conven- 
tion he called upon physicians to as- 
sume “the same leadership as citizens 
that they have already assumed in 
medicine.” Otherwise, he warned: 
“They leave the way open to silver- 
tongued demagogues. In these days 
of turmoil and uncertainty, we can- 
not safely leave the problems of gov- 
ernment and social progress to dem- 


agogues., 


Moloney’s Midnight Ride 
“Awake! awake! The cream _ puffs 
are coming!” 

\ midnight cry not unlike this 
rang through the historic streets of 
Milford, Mass. Sleepy-eyed citizens 
tumbled out of beds and threw open 
their windows. Below they could see 
local police riding from door to door 
in emulation of Paul Revere. Their 
faithful steed was a sound truck; 
their fearsome message blared from 
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a loudspeaker. It told the aroused cit- 
izenry that 100 townsmen had been 
felled by the enemy—enteritis—as 
the result of eating poisonous _pas- 
try; warned them that a late snack 
of eclairs might mean their annihila- 
tion. Then the truck rolled silently 
away while most of Milford except 
its five physicians, who were busy 
treating victims, went back to sleep. 

Police Chief Moloney proudly ad- 
mitted it was he who thus saved Mil- 


ford. 


Osteopaths Active 
Defeated in attempts to practice sur- 
gery and administer drugs in Kansas 
and New York, osteopaths are carry- 
ing their fight to Congress. The Sen- 
ate Committee on Education and La- 
bor has petitions of osteopathic so- 
cieties in Colorado, New Hampshire, 
New York, and Iowa, demanding rep 
resentation as physicians and admin- 
istrators in the Federal Government's 
proposed national health program. 

Evidence of the osteopaths’ effec 
tiveness as lobbyists had been cited 
only a few days before by Dr. N. E. 
Mellencamp, president of the Kansas 
Medical Society. Referring tothe Kan- 
sas bill granting them power to per- 
form surgery and prescribe drugs Dr. 
Mellencamp said: “It convinced me 
that there is much need for a con- 
tinuous educational program” by or- 
ganized medicine. 

In New York, the “great misunder- 
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Prescribe HVC (Hayden’s Viburnum Compound), 
a safe and long tested antispasmodic and sedative 


which relaxes the smooth muscles and contains no 
narcotics or hypnotics. 


HVC is indicated not only in general medicine but 
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Reestablishment of natural peristaltic rhythm in cases of habitual 
constipation may be accomplished with Saraka*. It provides a bland, 

easily -gliding bulk, lacking in the average daily diet. Saradka also gives | 
rhythmic motility to the flabby intestinal musculature. 

Sardka’s bulk forms an integral part of the intestinal contents, soften- 

ing and smoothing the fecal mass. It causes no griping, digestive 
disturbances, or annoying leakage. | 


SARAKA 


is not habit-forming. To pure bassorit granules (de- 
rived from an East Indian tree sap) a specially-pre- 
pared frangula is added. These give smooth, lubricated 


BULK PLUS MOTILITY 
Try Saraka clinically in order to convince yourself of its safety and 
efficacy. Simply fill in and mail the coupon for your free trial supply. 
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standing” created in the public mind 
by a similar bill caused Governor 
Lehman to issue an official explana- 
tion of his attitude. Said he: 

“The additional authority asked by 
osteopaths may be far-reaching in its 
effect. A minor operation not proper- 
ly performed may be serious in its 
effect upon the patient. Administer- 
ing drugs where there is not sufficient 
training and experience may lead to 
serious ill effects Many osteo- 
paths in this State were licensed prior 
to the present high standards and 
have had little or no experience in 
medicine or surgery. A very substan- 
tial number received licenses by en- 
dorsement. Some are graduates of 
schools no longer recognized.” 

The New York Governor vetoed the 
bill. 


Polio in the Capital 

Washington, D.C., had the nation’s 
highest incidence of poliomyelitis in 
1938, reports Dr. C. C. Dauer, of the 
District of Columbia Health Depart- 
ment. Under Federal jurisdiction, the 
capital had a rate of 4.3 per 100,000. 
For the country as a whole, the num- 
ber of such cases was the lowest since 


1915. 


Athletes’ Compensation 

\ plan to assure compensation of the 
practitioner who treats injured ath- 
letes may begin operation this Fall 
in Idaho high schools. It is now being 
considered by the State’s high school 
athletic association. 

Under this proposal, students on 
basketball, track, tennis, golf. wres- 
tling. boxing. and baseball teams 
would be taxed 25 cents each; foot- 


CALMITOL 


LIQUID AND OINTMENT 


an 
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ball players, 50 cents. This money. 
plus the receipts of a 5 per cent levy 
on the “gate” of basketball tourna. 
ments, would be pooled. 

From the resulting fund, athletes 
who suffered in the service of Alma 
Mater would receive sums, to pay for 
medical care. ranging from $2 for a 
chipped tooth to $75 for a major 
fracture. 


Millions for Humanity 

The average New Jersey practitioner 
contributed over $4,000 in free medi- 
cal care last year, according to Dr. 
William J. Carrington, former State 
medical society president. 

Based on a State-wide survey. Dr. 
Carrington’s figures show that the 
New Jersey profession gave a total 
of $24,389,730 in treatment to the 
indigent. This consisted of home and 
office calls (valued at $2 and $1 re- 
spectively) worth $5,013,890; serv. 
ices rendered in wards and clinics 
amounting to $9,053.840; and opera- 
tions which, at a flat rate of $25 each. 
would have cost $10.322.000. 


Commission Intermission 
Deliberating throughout the past year. 
New York’s legislative commission to 
formulate a State health program 
has decided that what it needs most 
is still another year. As the “starting- 
point” for a long-range health pro- 
gram, however, it recommends: 
Coordination of governmental med 
ical services, with professional ad 
vice; uniform record-keeping of mu- 
nicipal expenditures for medical care; 
extension of public-health education: 
expansion of public-health person 
nel; extension of postgraduate medi 
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A VALUABLE THERAPEUTIC AGENT IN 
oe HAY FEVER SYMPTOMS 


CAPSULES: 
Yq grain—bottles 


of 25, 100 and 500; 
Y% grain — bottles 
of 25 and 100. 


Pharmacologically similar— 
clinically SUPERIOR— 
to ephedrine hydrochloride 


@ Nervousness, insomnia, 


chloride medication. 


restlessness 
tachycardia and palpitation are rarely 
encountered with Propadrine Hydro- 


, 


SOLUTION:!Z (isotonic)— l-ounceand 


@ Comparative freedom from side-effects _ pint bottles; 3% —I-ounce and pint bot- 


eliminates in many cases the necessity for 
simultaneousadministration of sedatives. 


tles. (For topical application as a vaso- 
constrictor in reducing congestion of 
nasal mucous membranes.) 








NASAL JELLY: 0.66%—in Y-ounce tubes. 


pe The extensive use of Propa- 

drine Hydrochloride (phe- 
nyl-propanol-amine hydrochloride) 
in the symptomatic relief of hay 
fever, asthma, urticaria, angio- 
neurotic edema and other allergic 
manifestations has shown it to be 


a valuable therapeutic agent. 


For the Conservation of Life” 


Pharmaceuticals SHARP & DOHME Vulford Biologicals 
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cal education; expansion of county 
laboratory systems; establishment of 
cancer clinics; promotion of a com- 
prehensive maternity program; re- 
orientation of the general hospital; 
and revision of the insurance law to 
encourage voluntary health insur- 
ance. 

Among the topics the commission 
deems it wise to think over twice is 
compulsory health insurance. 


Fair Practice Sought 


To assure a proper disposition of 
the medical demands of New York 
World’s Fair visitors, the five county 
medical societies in that metropolis 
have established a medical-hospital 
information service. Each county has 
a separate office. Visitors simply tele- 
phone the nearest one and are fur- 
nished a list of nearby physicians 
who have agreed to answer calls of 
fairgoers. 


Scots’ Sickness Soars 

As America’s morbidity declines un- 
der private practice, Scotland’s soars 
under health insurance. The latest 
report of the Scottish health depart- 
ment on “Incapacitating Sickness in 
the Insured Population” is a gloomy 
one. It shows incapacity from illness 
for the year ended June 30, 1937, to 
have been 14.92 days per insured 
patient (about 50 per cent higher 
than the rate for similar groups in 
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the United States). Even when jp. 
fluenza cases are excluded, this marks 
an average increase of 2.1 days per 
patient since 1931-2. 


Instrument Kills Child 


Recently, after using an instrument, 
Dr. C. O. McCreedy, of Aledo, Ill. 
wrapped it up and dropped it into 
his pocket. Shortly afterward, he 
hugged his 19-months-old daughter, 
Nancy. The instrument penetrated 
the child’s abdominal wall. Despite 
immediate attention and an _ emer. 
gency operation, she died from the 
resulting infection. 


Blood-Test Trouble 


This month the New York City Health 
Department will make a second at 
tempt to obtain from physicians the 
results of pre-natal blood tests. 

A previous plan ended in confu 
sion. Inaugurated in March 1938, it 
required that this information be re 
corded on the backs of birth certifi 
cates. But a state law, shortly after, 
voided the legality of the procedure. 

The average physician then adopt 
ed the policy of writing the answer 
on the revised certificate’s face. 
Whereupon syphilitic mothers need- 
ing photostats for passports and oth- 
er purposes set up an unholy wail. 

The hard-pressed health depart: 
ment appealed to the state for an 
exemption from the ban. Its request 
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B-P Germicide is used by 
a constantly increasing num- 
ber of clinicians from coast 
to coast for the satisfactory 


sterilization of KNIVES— 





fe a much needed protective 
usure during the sterilization of j 












ee on é { surgical knives and scissors. 
~ FORCEPS — SUTURE and became evident that the utmost 
HYPODERMIC NEEDLES — n factory inspection control could 


Jonly insure the superior cutting 

me efficiency and life expectancy of 

TREATED RUBBER. a 42 B-P instruments up to the preopera- | 
tive sterilizing period. 


GLASS SYRINGES - HEAT 


Sterilization by boiling is known 


This practical companion item to produce a progressively de- 
: structive action upon keen cutting | 
THE B-P INSTRUMENT CONTAINER No. 300 = edges, lumens and points. The in- 
tensive heat of autoclaving jeop- 
ardizes the temper of steel. Most 
proof sterilization of fine surgical instruments gygilable chemical solutions of suf- 


for use with B-P Germicide, facilitates the rust- 


up to 8” in length. Removable instrument tray ficiently high germicidal potency, 
may readily be made stationary in an im- such as formalin, phenol, mercuric 
chloride, etc., exert a corrosive ac- 
tion on metal. 





mersed or draining position. 


Thus Bard-Parker successfully ad- 
dressed themselves to the problem 
of developing a sterilizing method, 
both practical and economical, 
which would insure the preserva- 
tion of instrument characteristics 
and protect the surgeon's instru- 
ment investment. 
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PALATABLE 
Bromide Prescription 





PENTABROMIDES 


(Merrell) 


A prescription for Pentabromides 
gives your patient a palatable, 
well-tolerated sedative that is de- 
pendable in action, yet free from 
the depressing after-effect often 
produced by more drastic hypnotics. 

One fluidram provides 15 grs. 
of five carefully selected and bal- 
anced bromides, in a non-alcoholic 
Penta- 
bromides contains sodium bro- 


syrup. Each fluidounce 
mide, 64 grs.; potassium bromide, 
20 grs.; ammonium bromide, 20 
grs.; calcium bromide, 12 grs.; 
lithium bromide, 4 grs. 

Pentabromides is available at 
Also 
as effervescent tablets, 
in bottles of 25. 


the prescription pharmacy. 
available 
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THE WM. S. MERRELL 
COMPANY 


Founded 1828 Cincinnati, U. S. A. 
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granted, the city is again issuing new 
forms. On the reverse side, data about 
blood tests is once more requested, 

The only problem remaining is 
how to “clean up” the embarrassing 
certificates. 


Family Doctor “Vanishes” 


The family-doctor ideal is disappear- 
ing among New York City’s low-in- 
come group, says the Committee on 
Research in Medical Economics. The 
committee’s opinion is based on a 
survey of 365 families on Manhattan’s 
lower East Side, West Side, and Har- 
lem (all slum districts). 

Some 32 per cent of the families 
(not individuals) questioned had in- 
comes of under $1,000 annually; 49 
per cent, from $1,000 to $1.999; 14 
per cent, from $2,000 to $2.999; and 
5 per cent, over $3,000. 

It was reported that only 22 per 
cent of the families rely exclusively 


upon private practitioners for medi- 
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Foreign growths are removed from body sur- 
faces and within accessible cavities, by the 
proven Fulguration-Desiccation method. 

The Birtcher Hyfrecator has broad usage. It is 
conveniently compact, and simple to operate. 
See your dealer, or address: 
The Birtcher Corporation, 
Dept. X, 5087 Huntington 
Drive, North, Los Angeles, 
California. 
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Excessive Condenser Action 














N a discussion of constipation therapy 
before the 3lst Annual Meeting, Sec- 
tion on Gastroenterology, Southern Med- 
ical Association,* it was emphasized that 
disturbance of the mechanism which con- 
trols “water balance” accounts for many 
colopathies. Thus in constipation “the so- 
called condenser-like function of the colon 
is too efficient and the feces become too 
concentrated and small in bulk to act as a 
proper stimulus to defecation.” 


MUCILOSE 


is therefore physiologically beneficial in 
constipation because by influencing “water 


balance”’ it helps to bring about a more 
normal condition in the fecal content. 

Mucilose affords valuable symptomatic 
relief in colitis and constipation o hold- 
ing water in the feces and thus increasing 
responsiveness of the physiologic mecha- 
nism of peristalsis. 

Mucilose offers a hemicellulose (vege- 
table gum) prepared by a special process 
from the Plantago loeflingii. Available in 
two convenient, palatable forms—MUCI- 
LOSE GRANULES and MUCILOSE 
FLAKES. 

*Welch, P. B.and Kauders, F. H.: The apie ig 


proach to the Correction of Constipation, South 
31:709 (July) 1938. 
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The Dread of Injection 


The administration of morphine is 
strenuously objected to by many 


patients who regard the psychic 
trauma incident to hypodermic 
administration more uncomfort- 
able than the pain itself. Papine, 
administered orally in two tea- 
spoon doses, produces the anal- 
gesic action of one-quarter grain 
morphine. Its analgesic influence 
is prompt and pronounced. 
Papine is indicated whenever 
morphine is required, and is given 
interchangeably with the latter. 
It is especially appreciated by 
patients afflicted with carcinoma- 
tosis or other conditions requiring 
frequent administration of nar- 
cotics. Two ounce sample will be 
gladly furnished upon receipt of 
Federal Narcotic Order Form. 


Each ounce contains chloral hydrate, 
3.35 gr., morphine hydrochloride, 1.0 gr., 


alcohol, 11% 
BATTLE & CO. St. Louis, Mo. 


PAPINE 


(BATTLE) 
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cal care. The ideal of a family doc- 
tor, it is said, exists “imperfectly” a 
mong no more than 33 1/3 per cent. 

From this, the committee concludes: 

“The study puts the burden of proof 
on those who make shibboleths of 
free choice and personal relationship 
with physicians without looking to see 
how far these essential principles are 
actually effective under existing con- 
ditions of private medical practice.” 


Swedish Salesgirl 


Visitors to the Swedish Pavilion at 
the New York World’s Fair never 
feel quite the same about their fam- 
ily doctor after hearing Mrs. Astrid 
Svedberg. Mrs. Svedberg is a 25-year- 
old girl sent here to tell the people 
of the United States about Sweden’s 
social progress. She is a blonde and 
so beautiful as to belie the fact that 
she is a social worker. 

Although appendectomies are ob- 
tainable for $25 in a private hospital 
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RHEUMATIC SYNDROME 
% A 
administered orally 
has a beneficial ef- 
fect locally and sys- 
temically. In acute 
rheumatic _ fever, 
muscular rheuma- 
tism, lumbago, my- 
ositis and neuritis, 
it helps to overcome 
local discomfort, to 
restore normal 
blood flow and aid 
in elimination. 
TONGALINE is a combination of 
Sodium Salicylate, Pilocarpine, Coi- 
chicum, Cimicifuga and Tonga _ in 
liquid or tablet form. 
WRITE FOR SAMPLES AND DETAILS 


MELLIER DRUG CO. 


2112 LOCUST ST., ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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in Sweden, Mrs. Svedberg explains, 
even the rich prefer the Government 
hospitals, where the same operation 
costs $1. “The only drawback,” she 
confides, “is that there are six pa- 
tients to a room.” 

When Swedish patients become ill, 
they don’t call their family practi- 
tioner, she adds. They look in the 
newspaper under “On the Job for 
Today.” From the list printed, they 
select a doctor whom they have prob- 
ably never even seen. The most he 
can charge them for a visit, Mrs. 
Svedberg discloses, is 75 cents. 


Challenges Clubs’ Votes 


Charges have been made that a reso- 
lution of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs favoring increased 
Federal control of medicine, does not 
represent the majority opinion of the 
nation’sclubwomen. The charges were 
filed recently with the Massachusetts 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs 
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IN ACUTE OR CHRONIC 
INFLAMMATIONS OF THE 
UROGENITAL TRACT 


In Gonorrhea, Cystitis, Vesical 
Catarrh, Prostatitis, Urethritis, Pyu- 
ria, Pyelitis, Pyelonephritis, prescribe 


ARHEOL 
(ASTIER) 


Arheol is the purified active principle of 
East Indian Sandalwood Oil, freed from the 
therapeutically inert but irritating sub- 
tances found in the crude oil—a chemically 
pure, standardized preparation with which 
uniform results with identical doses may 
be expected 

Write for Information and Sample 
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—a natural 
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constipation 
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by a former president, Mrs. John H. 
Kimball. of Boston. She revealed that 
only 131 of 14,500 clubs had voted 
on the resolution. The Massachusetts 
unit withheld approval, therefore, of 
the parent body’s action. 


Perfect Relationship 

Dr. Armand Normandin, of Laconia, 
N.H.. is one doctor whose services are 
not forgotten by his patients. Some 
1.000 of them testified recently to their 
faith in his ability by equipping a 
room in the local hospital in his hon- 
or. He was also presented with a book 
listing the 2.500 babies he has brought 
into the world. Many of these are 
named Armand or Normand, also in 
gratitude te the doctor. 


Hospital Plan Retrenches 
As predicted in MEDICAL ECONOMICS 
last month, the Associated Hospital 
Service of New York. which claims 
1.300.000 of the nation’s 4,000,000 
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group hospitalization subscribers, has 
announced that it will shortly modify 
its contracts to guard diminished re. 
sources. Details will be disclosed at 
a later date, A.H.S. officials reveal. 


Fund Scandal Charged 


Political control of the California work- 
men’s compensation insurance fund 
has resulted in graft and mismanage- 
ment, it is charged in affidavits de- 
livered recently to the State’s attor- 
ney general. Carroll S. Bucher, fund 
counsel; Clark B. Day, former Gov- 
ernor Merriam’s stepson and a fund 
ex-manager; as well as R. T. Hamil- 
ton. a fund employee, are named in 
the accusations. Among the alleged 
irregularities are: 

Assignment of as much as $15,342 
worth of compensation work a year 
to each of a group of physicians 
known as the “big four.” 

Representations by Mr. Day to “cer- 
tain physicians that they would ob- 
tain employment as physicians and 
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CHEMICAL CO. 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
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®@ Here at last are Elastic Stockings which are | 
satisfactory to both the doctor and the patient. | | 
These new Bauer & Black stockings, knit of | . 
“Lastex” yarn, not only give correct support, but ; 
are amazingly cool, comfortable and inconspicuous. | 
They are easily fitted and provide two-way stretch, 
readily adjustable for pressure. 
Bauer & Black Elastic Stockings are offered in | 
the popular beige color so inconspicuous under | 
regular hose. Six styles—knee length | 

and full length. Ask your dealer for 
information and fitting chart or 
write Bauer & Black, Division of 
The Kendall Company, 2500 So. 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
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surgeons for the fund if they would 
purchase stock”—in a gold mine in 
which Day, Bucher, and Hamilton 
were interested. 

Granting of $8,900 ““compensation” 
to C. H. Resau, a friend of Mr. Day. 
Inquiry showed $6,000 of this was 
“loaned” to a cleaning company, also 
assertedly controlled by Day, ‘Bucher, 
and Hamilton. 

As the first step in a “clean-up,” 
John C. Stirrat, the fund’s new man- 
ager, has ordered the creation of a 
new panel of 1,000 physicians. 



































Patient “Speed-Up” 

Medical examinations on a mass pro- 
duction basis are the latest innova- 
tion in Nazi medicine. Photographing 
fluoroscopic images on motion-picture 
film, two physicians. aided by a ten- 
man crew, examined the chests of 
10.000 Germans at a recent Hitler 
fete in Nuremberg. Calculating their 
rate as 300 patients an hour, they de- 
clared: “It promises the possibility 
of examining the whole nation.” 


M.D.’s Inspire Bard 
Acclaimed by a grateful City Club 
for his “outstanding contribution to 


health and welfare,” New York City’s 
Hospital Commissioner S. S. Gold- 
water recently turned poet on behalf 
of the profession. 

Expressing the “hope that the for- 
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3 may cause crooked teeth 
results in inflammation of the 
middle ear and often partial deafness. 

contains pure capsicum with citric acid in a nail- 
Applied like nail 
years old. 50c and $1 per bottle at 


mula will be used in the future,” Dr, 
Goldwater's acceptance speech before 
the club’s members rhymed thus: 


When a fellow sets out without thought 
of reward 
To serve Demos, he soon learns to be on 
his guard, 
For all who thus serve are compelled to 
take chances 
Of vulgar abuse in a thousand nuances, 
So it’s rather a shock 
To receive not a knock, 
But the City Club’s gift of a swanky 
award. 


I accept the award not so much for my- 
self 
As for five thousand doctors, disdainful 
of pelf, 
Who give to the poor all the knowledge 
and skill 
They command, and unflinchingly work 
with a will, 
Although well do they 
rules tell them so 
That without any pension 
And scarcely a mention 
At age sixty-five they'll be placed on 


the shelf. 


know, for the 


And now, my kind friends, just see what 
you've done 

Given not one award, but five t'ousand 
and one! 


Reward of Effort 

Urging social workers to agitate for 
Federal medicine. Edith M. Baker. 
consultant for the U.S. Children’s 
Bureau, recently told the California 
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your surgical supply house or druggist. 
NUM SPECIALTY CO., 4614 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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BVIOUSLY, there is no single cause. 

Each case must be judged on its 
own merits. Anatomical differences, 
variations in diet and habit and-spe- 
cific pathological entities all enter into 
the cause. However, it is safe to say 
that faulty habit plays a role in the 
great majority of cases, and that loss 
of neuro-muscular tone is a very com- 
mon secondary factor. 


To make habit training easier, a 
bland, pure mineral oil is important. 
To increase tonus of debilitated in- 
testinal musculature and nervous 
system caused by Vitamin B-1 defi- 
ciency, pure crystalline Vitamin B-1 
has been found to be of great value. 


In Vita Nujol, these two important 
aids in the relief of constipation have 
been combined. 

Vita Nujol is a smooth, pleasant- 


tasting emulsion of pure mineral 
oil with pure crystalline Vitamin 
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AS ONE PHYSICIAN TO ANOTHER... 
WHAT 1S THE CAUSE OF CONSTIPATION? 





B-1 added in such quantity that the 
suggested average dosage is the aver- 
age adult maintenance dose of that 
important food factor (400 Interna- 
tional Units). 


Vita Nujol has a place in the treat- 
ment of the majority of constipation 
cases, and also in the gastro-intestinal 
syndromes of chronic alcoholism and 
many other pathological states asso- 
ciated with Vitamin B-1 deficiency. 


Vita Nujol has been thoroughly 
tested and proven in laboratory and 
clinic. 

* 


A postal card will bring you free 
samples and descriptive literature. 
Stanco Inc., 1 Park 
Avenue, New York, 


New York. 


VITA Nujol 























meeting of the American Association 
of Medical Social Workers that their 
reward will be increased jobs. Added 
Miss Baker: 

“Social workers have shared re- 
sponsibility for thought and action in 
regard to social changes. These work- 
ers are peculiarly prepared to offer 
convincing evidence of the need ior 
adequate medical care as part of the 
National Health Program.” 


Lensmen to Meet 


Medical-minded camera enthusiasts 
w'll get together at the Biological 
Photographic Association’s ninth an- 
nual convention Sept. 14-16 at Mellon 
Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa. Discussions 
of scientific motion pictures, still pho- 
tography, phetomicrography, color 
and monochrome films, and process- 
ing—as well as an exhibit of the work 
of leading medical photographers— 
will feature the gathering. 


Publicity First 
Convinced of the need for lay educa- 
tion in medical-economic affairs, the 
California Medical Association is set- 
ting up a public-relations department. 
Each of the organization’s 6,000 mem- 
bers bas been taxed $10 to provide 
a $60,000 fund for this purpose. 
Denying that the Government-med- 
icine issue had anything to do with 
the move, Dr. Harry Wilson, president- 
elect of the Association, explains: 
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“Qur main goal is to tell the public 
the facts about disease. Our greatest 
scientific discoveries are useless un- 
less doctors have the opportunity to 
apply them.” 

Meanwhile, thirty-nine groups of 
social workers and trade unionists are 
considering the financing of propa- 
ganda to aid passage of the Wagner 
health bill. Meeting in New York City 
recently, they heard Harriet Silver. 
man, conference secretary, ask that 
$5,000 be raised for the drive. Doc- 
tors, anxious to kill the bill, she said, 
are contributing to a $50,000 “war 
chest” being solicited by Frank E. 
Gannett’s Committee to Uphold Con. 
stitutional Government. 


The Unions Move 

Now labor union activity is being ex- 
tended to encompass the administra- 
tion of medical care. 

In New York City, what is adver- 
tised as “the most extensive and com- 
prehensive group medical plan yet 
undertaken” is expected to open doors 
shortly under the aegis of the Trans- 
port Workers Union. The unior. pro 
poses to employ 52 G.P.’s and spe- 
cialists to treat its 55,000 members. 
Compensation paid the doctors, it is 
said, will be “substantial.” The cost 
is calculated at $170,000 yearly. 

Although the care is described as 
“free,” John Santo, international sec- 
retary-treasurer, reveals that it will 
come out of the union treasury (raised 
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PREVENTION 


VENEREAL 
DISEASE 


COMPANY, INC. 


immediately 
After Exposure 





The use of a tested and proven prophylactic tokill syphilis 
and gonorrhea germs, immediately after exposure, is 
advocated by leading health and medical authorities. 

Andron, the original chemical prophylactic, is highly 
OF germicidal, harmless to tissues and ez 
FREE — 8-page educational booklet for distribution to your patients. 


As many copies as you wish on request — also specimen tube—- without 


any charge... Dept.12,Andron Co.. Inc., 135 East 42 St., New York. 


RECOMMENDED BY DOCTORS FOR OVER 28 YEARS 
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through levies on members) and re- 
ceipts from two annual dances, at 
which attendance will be compulsory. 
In addition, patients will be expected 
to finance the most of “materials in 
excess of the normal usage.” Hos- 
pitalization is not included. 

In Akron, Ohio, the CIO and AF 
of L have patched up their differences 
long enough to launch a clinic sim- 
ilar to Washington’s embattled Group 
Health Association. The unions have 
already secured the cooperation of 
the local group hospitalization plan. 
so no trouble is expected in obtain- 
ing admission of its patients to hos- 
pitals. 

Although the 
ferred with the 
ical Society. 
society is 


clinie’s backers con- 
Summit County Med- 
they now charge that the 
“not sincere” and that “the 
would sabotage the plan.” 
Administration will be in the hands 
of the union. But non-union patients 
will be acceptable. 


doctors 


International Amity 

Dr. Rudolph Nissen, professor of sur- 
gery at the University of Istanbul. 
Turkey, has been scheduled to lec- 


ture in Indianapolis, Chicago, Los 
Angeles. Philadelphia, Columbus, To- 
ledo, Lincoln (Neb.), Florida. and 
lowa. He is being sent on the road 


as part of the International College 
of Surgeons’ plan to spread universal 
amity and good-will among physi- 
cians. 

This plan was the keynote of the 
college’s recent annual assembly in 
New York City. Over the speakers’ 
dais hung a banner inscribed with 
the organization’s motto: “La Science 
na pas de Patrie” (science belongs 
to no one country). 


suLy 1939 


Speaker after speaker scheduled to 
appear at the assembly failed to do 
so. Whereupon Dr. Andre Crotti, pres- 
ident of the organization, arose to 
explain. The absentees, he said. had 
been ordered to remain in their na- 
tive lands because of the imminence 
of war. 


Care Minus Politics 
The role of local medical societies in 
public health continues to expand. 

In Concordia, Kansas, the Cloud 
County Welfare Board has voted to 
pay society members for treating the 
needy. With this addition, more than 
half the counties in the State have 
thus replaced salaried “welfare doc- 
tors.” 

Under this plan, the patient chooses 
his own doctor and pays 25 per cent 
of the fee. The county contributes 
the other three-quarters. In the event 
of a fund shortage, fees are pro-rated 
among cooperating physicians. 

Disgusted with “politics” in the Kan- 
sas City (Mo.) Health Department. 
Mayor Smith has ordered its director 
to consult the Jackson County Med- 
ical Society for help in “reorganizing 
the health department along efficient 
lines and with no political strings at 
tached.” 


Co-op Convention 
Advocates of cooperative clinics are 
expected to flock to New York City's 
Hotel Astor on July 20, 21, and 2 
The occasion is the first annual con- 
vention of the country’s group health 
associations. 

Official representatives of at least 
thirteen groups have agreed to ap 


pear to “exchange ideas, discuss 
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When toxic waste accumulates... 
and muscles ache and pain, 


suggest 


Trapezius 


SJ 


Deltoid —]/ 


Biceps ~ 


FTEN when toxic waste 
© products containing or- 
ganic acids accumulate in muscular tissue, the result 
is pain... stiffness. 

Absorbine Jr., applied every 3 or 4 hours, helps clear 
away the deposits of toxic waste that are causing the 
discomfort by sending blood speeding through vessels. 

In fact, laboratory tests show that Absorbine Jr. in- 
creases the velocity of the peripheral blood flow without 
causing stasis. Also accelerates blood flow through the 
deeper vessels of the muscle tissue. Thus it helps re- 
move the toxic waste deposits that often bring on 
muscular pain and stiffness and brings new energy to 
the muscles themselves. 

Send for a complimentary professional-size bottle of 
Absorbine Jr. Please use your personal letterhead. 


Absorbine Jr. 


W. F. YOUNG, INC., 207 LYMAN STREET, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


g! 


ABSORBINE Jr. 





















As an adjunct in the treatment of prev- 
alent summer skin conditions such as 
prickly heat, sunburn, poison ivy, athlete’s 
foot and non-poisonous insect bites, use 
Campho-Phenique Liquid. 


It adheres readily to involved skin areas 
and provides a prolonged contact with 
the affected area; often requires no 
bandage and has no disagreeable or 
objectionable odor. Campho-Phenique is 
cooling and soothing. It allays itching, 
decreases the incentive to scratch, and 
assists in the prevention of secondary 
skin infections. 


Campho-Phenique Liquid meets a def- 
inite therapeutic need in the treatment 
of the prevalent summer skin conditions 
when an antipruritic, analgesic and mildly 
antiseptic wet pack is indicated. 


Campho-Phenique is prepared in three 


convenient forms: Liquid, Powder and 





Ointment 
SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE 
| CAMPHO-PHENIQUE CO. bia 
500 N. Second St., St. Louis, Mo. | 
| Gentlemen: 





Please send me samples of Campho- 
| Phenique Liquid, Ointment and Powder. 


Dr. 
Address 
| City & State 
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and consider matters. . .to 


methods, 

improve the efficiency 

tions participating.” Two sessions will 

be open to laymen. They will hear a 

discussion of “Free Experimentation 
the Public’s Right.” 

Among the organizations sending 
speakers are the Committee of Phy- 
sicians, the United Hospital Fund. 
and the Associated Hospital Service 


of New York. 


of organiza- 
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ADVERTISING BY THE 
JOURNAL OF THE 
AMERICAN MEDICAL 


Why Patients 50 ASSOCIATION 
Enthusiastically Prefer TAMPAX 


While medical approval of Tampax arises from sound 
scientific considerations, to the wearers these efficient 
menstrual tampons have proved a real boon. Women 
from all walks of life, including hundreds of women 
doctors, wives of physicians, and nurses, have testified 
to the many ways in which this truly hygienic method 
of internal protection contributes to personal comfort 
and convenience. 

Tampax affords complete freedom from the bother 
of pins, belts and pads... abolishes conspicuous bulges 
. . . minimizes offensive odor . . . permits eliminative 
functions without removal... renders tub-bathing 
practical... and promotes normal external daintiness. 
The user is practically unaware of its presence. 


Tampax is the unique design of a physician. Its in- 
dividual applicator facilitates easy insertion. Special 
cross-fibre stitching prevents disintegration. And a 
water-proof cord facilitates gentle removal. The positive 
‘‘wick”’ action of its fine surgical cotton prevents any 
blocking of the flow. The coupon will bring a trial sup- 
ply for demonstration. 


TAMPAX INCORPORATED - NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. 


TAMPAX INCORPORATED, New Brunswick, N. J., Dept. E-79 
Please send me a professional supply of Tampax. 


Name...... 
Street... 


City... 






































































THE comparative freedom from hay 
fever symptoms that greets the aller- 
gic ocean-goer is readily available to 
the 


Estivin, a specially prepared solu- 


stay-at-home hay fever sufferer. 


tion of rosa gallica, promptly relieves 
the ocular and nasal symptoms by 
soothing irritated membranes. Itching 
eyes, uncontrolled sneezing and excess 
nasal discharge usually respond favor- 
ably to the 


A drop in each eye 2 or 3 times daily 


Estivin treatment. 


is generally sufficient to keep the av- 
erage patient comfortable during the 
In the 
severe cases, additional applications 


entire hay fever season. more 


whenever the symptoms recommence 
keep 


throughout the day. 


will such patients relieved 


Literature and Samp!es on Request 


Schieffelin & Co. 


20 Cooper Square 
New York, N. Y. 





Pharmaceutical 
and Research 
Laboratories. 
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“Why don’t you speak 
for yourself, John?” 


=A LKALOL== 


DOES SPEAK FOR ITSELF 


In cases where a correctly bal- 

anced alkaline and saline solu- 

tion is indicated 

ALKALOL Gives A CONVINCING 
ANSWER. 


THE ALKALOL COMPANYgfs 
TAUNTON, MASS. < 


ALKALOT L- 


All SALINE - CLEANSING 
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DIATUSSIN 


Successfully used for 
many years as an adjunct 
in the treatment of 
WHOOPING COUGH 


ERNST BISCHOFF COMPANY 


Incorporated 


IVORYTON 





CONNECTICUT 





NEW TABLE 


WITH 
DISAPPEARING 
STIRRUPS 


Disappearing Stirrups ... an ex- 
clusive feature of Hamilton Nu 
Tone Tables. When not in use the 
stirrups are almost entirely con 
cealed. No protruding parts. When 
you want to use the stirrups, they 
are easily accessible . . . just raise 
the lower top section and pull the 
stirrups forward. 





show the position of 
stirrups when con- 
cealed beneath the top. 
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HAMILTON MFG. CO. 
TWO RIVERS WIS.__22_-2°°___- ‘eciiointh cao dinaaeaal 


Has an extra large top... . that is 3 
than standard tables. Then there are 5 
Wood-Steel drawers. This table has all the added features that 
you always have wanted. Send in the coupon for the new cata- 
log and full information on Hamilton Nu-Tone Furniture. 





No. 9905 Examining Table 


Wisconsin 


HAMILTON MANUFACTURING CO. 


Dept 


Send full information on Hamilton Nu-Tone Furniture. 


3” wider and 4” longer 
large easy-running 
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